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?Eiliatinr Qlanuit
Wednesday. 24 April 1985

THE PRESIDENT (Hon. Clive Griffiths) took
the Chair at 11.30 a.m.. and read prayers.

SUPPLY BILL

Second Reading
Debate resumed from 23 April.

HON. C. J. BELL (Lower West) ( 113 2 a.m.j:
This Bill allows mec to raise several issues which
are of concern to me. A number of problems con-
front my electorate. I want the Government to
take note of a couple of the major problems in the
hope 'that consideration will be given to them in
the preparation of the next Budget.

The first matter I wish to raise relates to the
Pinjarra Road which runs from Mandurah to
Pinjarra. A small article appeared in the
Mandura h-Murray Telegraph on Wednesday 3
April. It shows a picture of several damaged ve-
hicles and the headline states. "More Pinjarra
Road Victims". The article states-

A NORTH Pinjarra man was fatally
injured when he was involved in a head-on
collision on Pinjarra Road, North Yunderup.
on Thursday morning.

Gary Michael Wood. 23, of North Pinjarra
died when his car collided with another ve-
hicle driven by Thorold Renfred Peppingill,
55. of Mandurah.

Mr Peppingill is in Royal Perth Hospital in
a serious condition.

Later on Thursday morning, two women
were lucky to escape with mninor injuries
when their ears collided on Pinjarra Road.

The impact of the collision caused one ve-
hicle to veer across the road into the path of
an oncoming truck carrying horses.

The truck overturned, but both driver and
horses escaped without injury.

Since the summer, there have been three fatal
accidents and several accidents involving multiple
fatalities on that road. The road is rapidly gaining
a reputation for being a horror stretch. Perhaps it
is gaining a rcputation similar to that of the
Kalgoorlie-Kambalda road sonic years ago.

It is a major traffic route for vehicles servicing
the Alcoa of Australia Ltd. alumnina refineries at
Pinjarra arid Wagerup and for the workers in
those plants. Most of those workers reside in the
Mandurah district and travel along that road in

numbers at particular times of the day. The situ-
ation is becoming unacceptable to the local corn-
mnunity. Three young people were killed on that
road earlier in the year and another has been
killed since. Another person was killed last week.

When speaking to the Budget, I said the road
required substantial servicing. I know that the
Minister had a look at it and has some sympathy
for the problem. However. I bring this matter.
once again, to the attention of the Minister and
Government members. The road is causing a great
loss of life and many injuries to people travelling
it. I hope the Government will find it possible to
allocate a substantial sum of money to this road to
allow for its upgrading ultimately to a four-lane
highway because, until that is done, the road will
continue to be very dangerous and there will be
further bereavement in the homes of Pinjarra and
Mandurab. Because of the importance of the two
alumina refineries, traffie along that road is not
likely to decrease: in fact, it is likely to increase. It
will be a step forward for this Government if it
does something to improve the condition of that
road.

The next matter about which I wish to speak is
education in the Lower West Province. Two
schools in that area are desperately in need of
attention. Their needs have been pushed back-
wards and forwards for many years. It has been
agreed that something needs to be done but
nothing has been done for so long it is no longer
funny. The situation is grave.

Unfortunately, in one -area, personalities have
become involved to the detriment of the children. I
hope that can be put aside and the real needs of
Waroona Primary School considered. The school
is old and dilapidated. It is on the main highway.
There has been continual talk for at least six years
about shifting it. The previous Government set
aside a block of land which had to be rezoned to
allow for the resiting of the school.

It was done by the local authority at the request
of the previous Government. This year. when the
situation came up again, the member for Murray-
Wellington (John Bradshaw) raised the issue with
the Minister for Education who said that the
major cause for the delay appeared to be the prob-
lem of arriving at a fair value for the land. He
accused the local authority of inflating the value
of the land which had previously been rural, but
which was being subdivided for educational pur-
poses and he found that unacceptable.

I do not have the exact figures applicable to that
land but I can assure members that land in that
area is very desirable and it is at a preniium. Land
is being sold for hobby farms at a higher price
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than the current owyners have requested. I under-
stand that the Government is iniending to resume
thatiland in order to decrease its value.

The land is situated alongside sporting facilities
and a new indoor recreational centre and on the
other side or those facilities is thc high school. No
betier site is available and the Government is
playing around and arguing over peanuts. If it
were buying a site for a school in the metropolitan
area it would pay 10 ti mes as much for the land.

The proposed site stands adjacent to the town's
recreational area and it will decrease the cost to
the Education Department or the Building Man-
agement Authority to provide sporting facilities
for the children of thre school.

The land is worth more than the fair market
value. Personalities should be taken out of the
situation in order that those concerned can gel on
and do something to improve that school.

The existing school is detrimental to the chil-
dren of Waroona wvho have no particular political
axe to grind. All they want to do is to become
educated so that they can take their place in our
community when they become older. The way the
situation has been handled is somewhat of a scan-
dal and it grieves me to see the future of these
children being played with.

Another mailer I wish to raise concerns the
Pinjarra High School. the site of which is unsatis-
Factory. The school buildings are inadequate and
need substantial upgrading. The school stands ad-
jacent to the South Western H ighway and because
of the traffic noise, which is accentuated by ve-
hicles stopping at a crosswalk immediately outside
the school, at certain times of the day it is almost
impossible for teachers to conduct their classes
properly.

Hon. Lyla Elliott would knowv something about
this miatter because I am aware that she spent
sonic time at Waroona and has a fair knowvledge
of the Pinjarra High School.

The rapid industria lisa lion of the Pinjarra area
has resulted in heavy traffic traversing the high-
way to service Worslcy and this has caused an
intolera ble situation at that school.

I recently wrote to ihe Minister for Transport
and asked him to consider, as early, as possible. a
proposal to erect a bypass road at Pinjarra. This
woutd alleviate ihe noise problem ai the school.

I also requested the Minisier for Education to
proceed forihwvith to upgrade the facilities at the
school. As a result of the condition of the school
there is no reason that there should be any delay in
upgrading thre facilities, The school is situated on a
very small block and thre facilities should be made

acceptable and not left to languish in a state
which, I believe, is below ihe level to which West-
ern Australians have become accustomed.

The third school which I wish to mention is the
Boddington school which is an old timber building
with high ceilings and wvooden verandahs and
which has been built on a sloping block. The
school has run out of space and it is trying to
conduct its manual arts class in a small room
which has in it 16 workbenches, a couple of lathes,
and oxy and arc-welding equipment. The opinion
of the teachers is that it is quite farcical to conduct
manual arts classes in that type of situation.

A small ex-washroomn is used by teachers in an
attempt to teach home economics to the students.
Currently the teachers are working towards
obtaining the use of a storeroom in order to ex-
pand the home economics area by getting the chil-
dren to close in the undereroft of the school in
order that it can be used for a storage area.

The Boddingion school was upgraded five years
ago, but so little has been done to the other schools
I have mentioned that it represents a scandalous
situation. I do not intend to carry those points
further, but I ask the Ministers concerned and
Government members to take note of my concerns
in order that something is done to improve the lot
of the children in those schools for the forth-
coming year.

I turn now to an area which I consider to be my
industry. Members might call me egotistical, but
as I was a dairy industry leader in WA from
1972-83, and because I was born on a dairy farm
and have been on a dairy farm all my life, I have
some knowledge of the concerns which are
confronting the industry today.

I own a dairy farm and my son wantis to inherit
it. HeI currently operates it and does it wvell: yet I
see the situation arising where thre dairy industry
in Western Australia will be in extreme jeopardy.

I want to make a couple of points so that mem-
bers are not in any doubt as to what the real
situation is in the dairy industry of Western
Australia. On the front page of yesterday's Daily
News there was an article aboui the effect on thec
community of the proposed incease in the price of
petrol. The article reads as follows-

Delivery costs will affect the milk industry.
according to Geoff Sansom. the chief execu-
tive of the Peters Group.

A two cent increase in milk would be
needed to cover the increased fuel costs, as
wvell as the rising cosi of imported inilk car-
tons.
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There needs to be a guarantee of a price rise of 2c
a litre to cover the recent increase in the price of
petrol, a rise of 2c a litre to cover the proposed
national dairy industry levy, and a further increase
of at least 3c a litre to assist the producers in the
industry to maintain their viability.

It grieves mec to say that, for the first time in the
22 years I have run my farm, last year it ran at a
tax loss. I know what comment Tom Stephens will
make, but I have no intention of running my farm
at a loss.

According to a farm management consultant, I
happen to have one of the best farms in the south-
west. My management has always been considered
top-class. We had an operating surplus, but after
taking into account depreciation and other factors.
we finished up with a net loss. The fact that one of
the best Farms in the south-west operated at a loss
indicates just how perilous the situation for this
industry is. even without the imposition of ad-
ditional charges.

The Federal proposals would have such a gross
impact on Western Australia that it needs to bc
understood by every member of the Government,
every member of the Opposition, and by every
Federal member of Parliament. I raise that issue
because it has been of great concern to me. I have
had what might be called a running confrontation
with the Federal member for Brand, Mrs Fatin.
As she is on the Federal rural Caucus committee,
it is important that she understands what is going
on and what the impact of the Federal proposals
would be. She is the only Labor member in Feder-
al Parliament who has dairy farmers in her elec-
torate. I plead with Government members to
speak to the lady to try to get her to understand
just how important this is for her electorate and
for Western A ust ral ia as a whole.

Hon. Toni Stephens: She is not the only West-
ern Australian Labor member.

Hon. C. J. BELL: She is the only Western
Australian Labor member who has part of the
dairy indusiry in her electorate. She was
interviewed in ain article in the Coastal District
Times and that article was circulated to all south-
west newspapers. It appeared in the Coastal Dis-
trio Times of Thursday, 4 April, and was headed,
"Fatin: Dairy plan to boost profits". It reads-

BRAND MHR Wendy Fatin says the Fed-
eral Government's new dairy industry plan
will improve efficiency and profitability.

The dairy industry needed restructuring
and if the new arrangements were not
implemented the industry would continue to
suffer, she said.

Mrs Fatin came under fire last week for
not defending the farmers in her electorate.
who believed they would be forced out of
business by the new policies.

She said that lifting complex and intense
regulation would allow the industry to move
towards a more market-orientated approach.

"The Government is aware that moves to
completely and immediately remove all Fed-
eral support to the dairy industry would cause
unnecessary hardship as well as social and
economic disruption," said Mrs Fatin.

"Bearing that in mind the Covernm 'ent has
decided to introduce a new market support
mechanism that sets support in the first year
of current levels then adjust support in sub-
sequent years as production levels change."

She refuted the attack against her last
week by Lower West Province MLC Colin
Bell. Mrs Fatin said that Mr Bell was ill-
informed about the new arrangements.

She criticised him for suggesting that she
was not supporting farmers in her electorate.

"if Mr Bell had kept in touch with the
people who have been negotiating for the WA
industry, he would have known that I have
been in regular contact with Agriculture
Minister Dave Evans and WA Primary In-
dustry Association chairman Mr Partridge:'
said Mrs Fatin.

"I initiated contact with Mr Partridge
earlier in the year and have kept him fully
informed of developments since then.

"I attended the dairy section seminar and
conference in Bunbury on March 5 and flew
to Canberra the next day to represent the
WA industry's point of view at a meeting
with Federal Minister John Kerin.

"I have also had a special meeting with Mr
Partridge and Finance Minister Peter Walsh
at which the WA position was examined in
great detail,' said Mrs Fatin.

She had circulated an explanatory paper
about the new arrangements ats soon as they
were announced. These details had been
ignored by Mr Bell and others who seemed
unconcerned about the overall interests of the
dairy industry, she said.

The new market support mechanisms
would be financed by a levy on milk pro-
duction of about 1.5 cents a litre in the first
year and current levies on butter and cheese
that would eventually be phased out.
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The levies on butter and cheese would be
.substantially lower than at present and pro-
gressively reduced.

"Levies on other products-skim and
wholemilk powder and casein-will be
abolished because with the introduction of the
all milk levy, they wont be required to main-
tain farmers' returns," said Mrs Fatin.

"The Government's decision will benefit
the efficient Farmer and manufacturer
through improved profitability.

"The consumer and the nation's economy
wvill benefit through lower prices.

"As well the Government's package of ac-
tion, which includes assistance to manufac-
turers, will minimnise the adverse effect on
communities of the inevitable change which is
facing the industry."

The market-orientated Federal arrange-
ments did not interfere with the existing State
regulations on the production and distribution
of fluid milk for human consumption, said
Mrs Fatin.

That is the biggest heap of hogwash the industry
has ever heard,

Hon. Tom Stephens: Before you go on.' could I
just remind you that the Federal member for
Kalgoorlie also has at least one dairy farm in his
electorate.

Hon. C. J. BELL: I think that is fairly incon-
sequential. Mrs Fatin has in excess of 300 dairy
farmers in her electorate. The New South Wales
irrigators association and a committee from the
University of New South Wales recently
concluded that the average farm had an employ-
ment generation factor of 5:!1- It was estimated
that an average of 1.5 to 1.8 labour units are
employed on at farm, three labour units in the local
region, and two in the capital city. That is the
impact of agriculture on the economy-a 5:1
ratio.

We will effectively dismantle the Western
Australian dairy industry with this levy. The min-
mum levy is 1.5c and the maximum is 2c. The
maximum levy has had to be applied to do any-
thing significant for the Victorian producers. Thus
the levy cannot be anything less than 2c. The
consumers in Western Australia have no option
but to pay another 2c because Western Australian
dairy farmers are going into a deficit situation.
There will be at net cash loss on the actual oper-
ation level.

I refer to a Bureau
paper presented at the
look Conference. In

of Agricultural Economics
National Agricultural Out-
table 3 which details the

components of investment returns by industry in
1984-85, Onko Kingma. an assistant director of
the bureau, estimated that the rate of return to
capital and management for dairy farms would be
$ 13 438, That is not really a good situation, The
actual farm cash operating surplus for dairy in-
dustries in the next year is estimated to be
$18 775. When we consider that the opening rate
of equity in the farm is $465 357 and that 1.8
labour units are employed on an average farm,
$18 775 does not go far even in satisfying payment
for labour let alone giving some return for the
equity in the industry.

That is the projection for the forthcoming year.
Why should that be? It could be said that if the
situation is that bad we should get out of the
industry. Perhaps we should look at just one of the
comments made by Mr Kerin in Ottawa recently.
In an article in the 21 March 1985 edition of the
Countryman, under the headline, "Kerin says
EEC is a 'predator' ', the following is recorded-

Canada and Australia had common
interests in working together to prevent the
European Economic Community corrupting
markets for farm products and then
blackmailing itself in to those markets, the
Australian Minister for Primary Industry,
John Kerin, said here,

I will not read the rest of the article, but I will
table the paper. It is quite clear that the Federal
Minister for Primary Industry says one thing over-
seas, but another back here. Here he says that the
Government should impose the same ridiculous
prices that the European Economic Community,
as the "predator', imposes on the Australian dairy
industry.

To ensure that I am not just speaking totally
parochially, I will read from the Western Farmer
of 21 March, page 5. as Follows-

ADIC chairman John Bennet was stinging
in his condemnation of what is believed to be
Mr Kerin's plan, describing some of the cost
figures quoted by the minister as "a Figment
of Mr Kerin's imagination, a fairy tale'.

And to underline the potential for a bitter
clash between Mr Kerin and the state govern-
ments and industry alliance, NSW
Agriculture Minister Jack H-allam told Mr
Kerin on Tuesday that the NSW Government
would refuse to collect the Farmer levies
needed under the Kerin plan.

Of course Mr Hallam is a Labor Minister in the
New South Wales Government, That gives some
support to how unbelievable is this proposal of
Mrs Fatin, She says it is good and desirable.
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I also quote Mir Partridge. the president of the
dairy section of thc PIA. who succeeded me in
that position. He saidl

The Australian Dairy Industry Conference
called it a 'cheap con-trick" 10 pull down the
States" market milk pricing structure.

The Primary Industry Association Dairy
Section President. Mr David Partridge. ac-
cused the Government of trading the dairy
industry off for New Zealand cars and steel.

Let inc assure memnbers that if that plan is
implemented --and Mr Kerin is adanmant it will
be- Western Australian consumers will not have
a constant supply of fresh milk. Under the pro-
posals there is no way that fresh milk will be
constantly available in Western Australia.

The plan calls for a 2c rise. A penalty is
structtired into that system whereby if the price of
liquid milk is pushed up to compensate, the price
of manufactured milk goes down to pull the indus-
try's income down to a commensurate level. What
he says is. "We have got you, you arc not going to
get away with it: we will absolutely tear down the
industry in Australia, particularly in the smaller
States; we will destroy you"

In Mrs Fatin's electorate sonic I 800 jobs are
potentially on the line, and she supports the de-
struction of those jobs. She supports the destruc-
tion of the supply of fresh milk to Western
Australian consumers. It disgusts me that a mem-
ber purportng to represent her electorate can do
that,

I am extremely pleased tosce Mr Burke and Mr
Evans coming out in support of the position of
Western Australians. I shall read from the Coastal
Districts Times of I8 April. This is a Press release
from me in w hich I quote a couple of Facts. Under
the headline "Premnier's support pleases Bell" the
article reads

PREIE1-R Brian Burke's announcement
that hie will stand up to the Federal Govern-
mient on the dairy issue has left Lower WVest
Province M [C Colin Bell in a jubilant mood.

"'It clearly and absolutely vindicates my
stand from the start," hie said.

"Brian Burke has said that the new plan
will place fina ncial pressures on the dairy
farmers and Agriculture Minister David
Evans has called for the release of in for-
mat ion on the social and economic imnpact of
thie proposed changes.

"These should be publicised,' he said. ap-
plaudi ng the State Premier's support for the
indutri

"When even the Premier opposes the
proposed new marketing plans it leaves
Wendy Fatin, Member for Brand, in a
position of isolation," he said.

I will not quote any more of that article, but I will
table it also.

I wvill now read a letter which has been
published in the paper so that I can put forward
opinions from somec others in the community. This
is a letter to the Coastal Districts Times under the
headline "Advice for Mrs Fatin", which states-

IN recent weeks you have printed articles
from politicians about the Federal
Agriculture Minister John Kerin's most re-
cent plan for the dairy industry.

One was from M LC Colin Bell attacking
the arrangements and the other from MHR
Mrs Wendy Fatin defending them.

I have also read in The West Australian a
statement by the State Agriculture Minister
Dave Evans on the same issue.

I suggest that Mrs Fatin should also read
Mr Evans' statement.

Mr Bell, a Liberal MP, and Mr Evans a
Labor MP say the new arrangements will
"destroy" and "devastate' the dairy industry
in Western Australia. a view shared by those
within the industry.

On the other hand, Mrs Fatin, who is a
member of the Labor Caucus rural con-
mittee which endorsed the new arrangements.
says they will be of "benefit'"

Surely she must be joking. Or is she dles-
perately trying to defend herself for allowing
her Federal colleagues to impose the "kiss of
death" on West Australian dairy farmers'!

Mr Bell and Mr Evans see the new ar-
ra ngernents for what they are -an atitem pt to
prop up Victorian over- production, a blatant
raid on an already efficient dairy sector in
Western Australia to pay for mistakes and
bungling in the East.

Mr Bell deserves commendation for his
stand on behalf of West Australian dairy
farmie rs.

Mrs Fatin should talk to dairy farmers in
Western Australia and find out at what cost
in dollars and at w'hat cost in jobs will the
new arra ngements bring so-called ''benefits'.

A discussion wvith Mr Evans may help con-
vince her to review her position and represent
local interests, not those of an Eastern States-
dominated caucus committee.
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That letter was written by Marie Dilley who does
not belong to the Liberal Party. I think the two
members behind me might have some knowledge
of Mrs Dilley.

Mrs Fatin reiterated her support; I quote again
fromt the Mandurah Telegra ph-

BRAND MHR Wendy Fatin has
responded to comments made by Lower West
Province MLC. Colin Bell, that she was not
supporting farmers in the Brand electorate.

"If Mr Bell had kept in touch with the
people who have been negotiating for the
Western Australian industry, he would know
that I have been in regular contact with the
State Minister Dave Evans and the chairman
of the Primary Industry Association, Mr Par-
tridge.' Mrs Fatin said.

She then claimed to have been to the dairy secti on
seminar and conference. That is an untruth. She
went to the seminar on the first day, but she was
absent from the conference on the second day
when vital decisions were made.

Hon. Lyla Elliott: She still attended the sem-
inar.

Hon. C. J. BELL: She attended the seminar but
no decisions were made at the seminar. It was an
information-gathering place> The decisions were
actually made on the second day during the con-
ference, which is the normal way any industry
runs its a ffa irs.

Another quote from the Daily News of
Wednesday 27 March. page 36. under the head-
line "Federal Milk Plan 'Devious' " reads as fol-
lows-

WA dairy farmers will refuse to pay
Federal Government plan to cut
Australian milk production.

for a
back

Producers' spokesman Mr David Partridge
said South-West farmers would turn over
milk tankers if the proposal started an inter-
state sales war.

Mr Partridge described a plan by the Pri-
mnary Industry Minister, Mr Kerin to re-
structure the industry and phase out Govern-
ment support as "devious and potentially
dangerous."

The plan, aimed at stabilising milk pro-
duction and marketing, would force a re-
duction in milk returns from 30 cents a litre
for fresh milk to 16 cents a litre-and at that
price WA dairy farmers could not survive.

-If it happens, the public could not expect
any fresh milk.' Mr Partridge said.

"Under the Federal plan, WA producers
will immediately lose an average of $6 000
per farm.

"The formula will encourage, and even
force, interstate trade.

"There will be a great incentive for
Victoria to dump surplus milk on the WA
market."

The Minister for Agriculture, Mr Evans,
said he would meet WA dairy industry rep-
resentatives next week for talks on the plan.

The scheme would effectively force WA
producers to subsidise uneconomic exports.

This was unjust when WA did not export
dairy products.

Mr Kerin said the plan would benefit the
efficient farmer and manufacturer through
improved profitability.

How can one take money from a person and tell
him he will increase his profits? It is farcical. The
fact that Mr Kerin is a former BAE economist
comes through. He has no idea. I think he said if
the farmers became more efficient they would do
all the right things. If he wants I will offer him a
farm to lease for two years. He can farm it himself
and show how good he is. He is not as good as the
vast majority of producers in the south-west. I
would like him to put his money where his mouth
is, because I know he cannot do it.

Hon. Lyla Elliott: The farmers think he is good.

Hon. C. I. BELL: I would like to see where he
got that support. Approximately 8 000 farmers
demonstrated in front of Parliament House that
they were not pleased with Mr Kerin.

Hon.' Mark Nevill: How many dairy farmers did
the previous Victorian Government settle in
Gippsland?

Hon. C. J. BELL: Under an incentive scheme,
the previous Victorian Government settled a num-
ber of farmers in Gippsland. but I did not agree
with that scheme. Indeed, tiue Labor Government
in Victoria has done much to the detriment of the
dairy industry as a whole. The Victorian Govern-
ment phased out contracts and said that would
improve the position of the dairy industry, but it
added about 3c a litre to the farm price of milk. In
other words, the Victorian Government told the
dairy farmers in Victoria that, instead of being
worth 1 3c a litre, milk was worth 1 6c a litre.
Based on that. farmers produced more milk. be-
cause they thought it was worth I 6c a litre when
in fact it was worth only I 3c a litre. The position
would have been overcome had the ADIC's pro-
posals been adopted.
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The Minister for Agriculture supports this
stand and I hope he will not waver. I hope also
that the Premier wyill not waver in this respect. I
hope that members opposite will not waver and
that they wvill insist on telling their Federal col-
leagues that the Federal Government's proposal is
dangerous and stupid, and will be detrimental to
the industry in Western Australia. Let there be no
mistake about that.

Just in ease members think that the Victorian
situation is desirable, I shall quote from The West
Australian of 15 March. Two articles appeared in
the Press recently which referred to the fact that
dairy farmers would blockade the border if the
Government attempted to bring milk across it.
The article reads as follows-

Victorian milk-industry leaders yesterday
accused the Federal Government and the
Minister for Primary Industry, Mr Kerin, of
a dloubleeross on moves for a national milk-
marketing plan.

They said that, despite agreement on strat-
egy last month between industry representa-
tives and governments in all States, they be-
lieved that the Federal Cabinet was ready to
adopt another scheme which would pit farmer
against farmer and destroy the dairy indus-
try.

The Australian Dairy Industry Conference
chairman. Mr John Bennett. joined other
farming leaders including the United Dairy
Farmers of Victoria chief. Mr Bill Pyle. in
warning that the Federal Government was
ready to opt for the uncirculated Kerin plan
next Wednesday.

Mr Bennett said leaked details of the new
proposal showed that the Government was
considering a scheme which would, in effect.
peg local prices for milk and milk products to
an artificially deflated export price.

A few aspects need to be understood. We must
understand what has happened. Firstly, the action
of the Victorian Labor Government when it first
came into office of phasing out contracts and arti-
ficially inflating manufacturing milk prices caused
increased production and oversupply. The
Victorian Governirent misled the farmers in that
State as to the real worth of the milk they were
producing.

Secondly. Governments in Europe and America
have been supporting their dairy industries to such
an extent that they are now in a position of gross
oversupply and they aire dumping on world mar-
kets. Cheese is imported into Australia in large
quantities- -we frequently have sonic in our dining
room-and is sold at a price which is not

"1subsidised" but which is subject to export resti-
tution.

On the best information available, it appears
that, for example, for cheese which is sold here for
a little over $2 a kilogram. the farmers are paid
the equivalent of $5.60 a kilogram. The farmers
are paid and the processors have the cheese on
hand. The processors are told, "This is the price at
which you must sell the cheese on the European
Economic Community market. However, if you
want to go outside the community and sell it at
whatever price you like, that is fine. When you
have done that, tell us the price at which you sold
it. and we will make up the difference". This is not
called a "subsidy"; it is called -export restitution".
It is a very devious device and it has been very
detrimental to the dairy industry in Australia.

The international market for dairy produce
comprises only four per cent of dairy production.
Therefore, if we increase supply for export by 50
per cent throughout the world, problems arise.
Effectively EEC countries have done that. We
cannot accuse the Americans of doing that at this
stage, because in recent years they have kept their
excess stocks as surplus and they have not broken
the international agreement; that is, the GATT
minimum. However, the Europeans have done
that recently and, as a result, the prices of inter-
national dairy products have reached an all time
low in realI terms.

It should be borne in mind that, of the total
production of dairy products by EEC countries,
only two per cent is exported, compared to a figure
of 27 per cent in Australia and 80 per cent in New
Zealand. We have the situation in wvhich that two
per cent of EEC production goes on to the export
mar3ket. Those countries do not care how much
they get for their products, but the two major
dairy product exporting nations-New Zealand
and Australia-are hit very badly.

Many people think that the dairy industry is
only a small industry. Indeed. it is not a very big
industry in Western Australia. but it is Australia's
Fifth largest agricultural industry. Approximately
18 000 farmers are employed directly in the dairy
industry and in excess of 200 000 people rely for
employment on the dairy industry in its various
forms, including retail distribution, manufactur-
ing, transport. etc.

Therefore. Sir, you will understand clearly that
it is extremely important that Government mem-
bers in this State contact their Federal counter-
parts and ensure that they understand the impact
this proposal will have on Western Australia. If
they do not do so. the inevitable consequence will
be substantial unemployment in the south-west
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regions and the lack of a continuous supply of
fresh milk. That will be the consequence of the
Federal Government's dairy industry proposal.

I urge members to obtain the facts from the
Premier and the Minister for Agriculture,' because
in recent weeks they have supported the Western
Australian dairy industry and I applaud them for
that. It has taken a while for that to occur, but the
Premier and the Minister for Agriculture have
adopted that excellent position and I applaud
them for it.

1 hope members will contact their Federal
counterparts and ensure that they understand the
impact this proposal will have on the farming
community and the consumers. The result of the
proposal will be fewer farmers, fewer jobs, a
reduced quantity of milk at a far higher price than
exists currently. and a generally detrimental effect
On our State,

W ith t hose few commenits. I su pport the Bill.

HON. TOM McNEIL (Upper West) [12.19
p.m.]: I refer firstly to the amount of funding
made available to sport and culture through the
Instant Lotteries, It is time the Government
closely examined the position, because the Instant
Lotteries were initiated in an attempt to bolster
funding to culture and sports. However, a ridicu-
lous situation has developed. The Government saw
that it had a tiger by the tail and, within seven
months of establishing the Instant Lotteries, it put
a ceiling on the figure allocated to sport and cul-
ture to bring it back to what it considered to be
reasonable proportions. However, the Government
is still selling this lottery under the guise that the
proceeds from it are going to culture and sport.

The Instant Lottery was first introduced in
December 1982. and it had raised $32 million by
June 1983. That money was raised by holding on
an average each month nine Instant Lotteries and
four Lottos. The amount generated for sport and
culture was $6.4 million.

Everyone connected with sport and culture at
the time thought that this would be the bonanza
they had been looking for. These bodies had been
crying out about the shortage of funds for some
time and they thought that finally funding would
become available to enable them to ma~ke the
necessary advancements in their respective fields.

However, over the next 16 months following
June 1983, under the first system, sport and cul-
ture could have expected to receive $18 million.
That money would have been derived from 115
Instant Lotteries and 123 Lottos. This is where the
nigger is found in the woodpile, because all of a
sudden the Minister in another place decided, with

the Government, that this money had to be
brought under some control.

Apart From deciding to place a ceiling on the
distribution of funds to sport and culture, it was
decided also to increase the number of Lottos; held.
The Government introduced the mid-week Lotte
on 18 October 1983. All of a sudden, Lotto took
over from the Instant Lottery. The Instant Lottery
has not had more sales than Lotto since
September 1983. The galloping funds coming in
are looked upon by the Government as funds for
its own benefit. Since the ceiling of $6 million For
funds going towards sport and culture, the rest of
the money has gone to the Government's
Consolidated Revenue.

It is interesting to note that according to the
Act, 14 days' notice had to be given if the
Lotteries Commission desired to conduct another
jottery. Right to the day in another place, that is
the action the Government took. In ]4 days In-
stant Lottery was a thing of the past in terms of
being the number one exponent of drawing in the
Australian dollars being spent on standard
lotteries. Instant Lottery and Lotto.

In answer to a question I asked I was informed
that the net profit from standard lotteries was
$75 000; the net profit from Instant Lottery was
$136 000; and the net profit from Lottos was
$147 000. It is evident just on those figures that in
June 1982, prior to the introduction of Instant
Lottery, nine standard lotteries produced
$767 000 while Lote was able to produce
$590 000.

The Government then saw the advantage of in-
creasing the advertising component of Lotto, and
in 1984 that advertising jumped out of all pro-
portion. Of some $155 000 a month spent on ad-
vertising, 70 per cent goes on Lotto. Poor old In-
stant Lottery gets IS per cent and Standard
lotteries get 12 per cent. I can see the Govern-
ment's theory behind this move. If it continued to
advertise Instant Lottery, the money coming in for
sport and culture would rise and those bodies
would say to the Government, "You are grossing
$108 -million a year, .yet you are giving us a
miserly $6 million". The Government would be
justified in saying that it would have another look
at it. However, in its wisdom it decided to put 70
per cent of its advertising into Lotto because
money derived from that source would go straight
into its pockets. As I said, only 18 per cent of
advertising moneys goes on Instant Lottery, and
standard lotteries comes along as tail-end-Charlie
receiving just 12 per cent.
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On 19 March I asked question 642 of the At-
torney General representing the Minister for the
Arts. I asked---

What was the total amount of funds de-
rived from Sports Instant Lotteries and
directed towards arts and culture from-

(a) inception to February 1983;

(b) March 1983 to February 1984: and
(c) March 1984 to February 1985?

1 was told that from March 1983 to February
1984 the amount received was $4.7 million. The
amount for the l 0-monih period from March 1984
to January 1985 was only 52.5 million.

The people involved in sport and culture were
interested to see what was happening with their
funding. which had been set at a maximum of S6
million in March 1984. The Government handed
over $200 000 of a gross of $35.192 million. The
total net reimbursement was $9.667 million. Of
that amount, for the last 12 months sport and
culture got just $200 000. The Government did
that in justification of the ceiling placed on the
amount to go to sport and culture. I will not ham-
mer that point any more but I ask that the Minis-
ter take note of the concern of people involved in
both areas. I( is just not enough to expect to be
able to hand over a miserly $6 million for 12
months and expect everyone involved to sit back
and say what a great job is being done for sport
and culture. It is a farce. The Government should
wake up to the fact that it is diminishing the
funding going to sport and culture. For goodness
sake, it should change the name of the lottery and
perhaps call it the "Government Benevolent
Fund', because the money is not going to the
areas for which the lottery was instituted.

The final subject I want to deal with in support-
ing this Bill is of great concern to me. Besides
Hon. Eric Charlton. I am perhaps the only person
who can claim some disadvantage in the system of
pairs we have here. Prior to the 1983 election I
was opposed by a member of a political party
which saw great mileage in demeaning the amount
of time I spent in the House according to the
attendance record and the number of divisions in
which I failcd to take part.

I realise: that all is fair in love and war as it is in
the political scene. We have to be able to cop these
things. However. I do not believe it is just for the
Opposition and the Government to have a sweet-
heart arrangement where they can say. "If Joe
Bloggs won't be in tonight and won't vote on that
Bill, neither will Fanny Adams'.

The political party in question produced facts
and figures to show that its member had been

marked off the register on various occasions for a
multitude of reasons. We all understand that
members of Parliament have commitments to
meet in their electorates. However, in balancing
the votes between the two sides of the House. the
injustice done is to a person like Tomi McNeil.

In the lead up to the 1983 elections that party
was able to show that on one particular night I I
divisions had taken place and I had not taken part
in any of them. The political party opposing me
thought it could gain mileage from tbis and de-
cided it would point out the percentage of votes I
had missed in the House. As I say, we have to cop
this sort of thing. People throw mud, and if they
throw enough some will stick. I do not claim that
my record was anything sensational, but neither
do I say that it was fair of that political party to
adopt that attitude.

Hon. Tom Stephens: Do you mean the Liberal
Party?

Hon. TOM McNEIL: I do not think it is fair
for a political party to use a system of pairs like we
have to its own benefit when it suits it and then
decide to use that same system to accuse a politi-
cal opponent simply because it believes by doing so
it could pick up a seat.

One member from the other place has been
particularly vociferous. I will not name him, but I
found it interesting that during the run-up to my
election he was most critical of what I was doing
and where I was. I thought I would have a good
look to see what this person had been doing. I
repeat that I do not intend to name him, but if one
wants to check Hansard one can find out for one-
self. I discovered that the tnembers of the Oppo-
sition in another place-and I do not include the
National Party members-missed divisions
through pairs or through absence on 1 256 oc-
castons. The number of divisions taken in that
House was 218. The person who decided to lower
the boom on me claimed he was so outstanding in
his own contribution and his own efforts in being
able to attend Parliament that his record and the
records of other people from my end of the elector-
ate were quite good, so I thought I would look at
that matter.

Since the Liberal Government lost office the
House has sat on 93 occasions. During that time
the person who has the worst record of missing
divisions and who aimed the guns at me has
missed 84 divisions and in respect of 58 of those
divisions he has been marked present. So in other
words. wvhile he was present, for whatever reasons,
he did not vote.

The point I am trying to make is that one can-
not knock somebody because he is not able to get a
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pair. and then utilise the pairing system to show
how perfect is one's attendance in Parliament. I
urn prepared to argue that system with anyone
who is interested in doing so. The only two mem-
bers in this House who may be affected are Hon.
Eric Chariton, the new member for Central Prov-
ince, and myself. Of course, I do not come up for
election next year and I am hoping that my com-
ments today will seep into the people who are
behind the political aspirations of other candidates
or who believe it is good mileage to try to knock
the guy who is already elected. I think I have
made the point. H-ansard is proof of what is
happening in the other place. I point out that those
who live in glass houses should not throw stones.

Sitting suspended frorn 12.33 to 2.17 p.m.

HON. G. E. MASTERS (West-Leader of the
Opposition) [2.17 p.m.]: I raise a matter which I
think is important to put before Parliament. and in
referring to that matter which deals wvith a report
in last week's Sunday Times I want to draw atten-
tion to a concern that the Opposition has
expressed over a number of mionths-in fact, over
the past two years-at the Government's introduc-
tion of various pieces of legislation dealing with
gambling, gaming. and the like.

I draw the attention of the House to the number
of Bills that have been brought forward by the
Minister in regard to these matters. This should be
placed on record so that we know exactly what is
happening.

Hon. Mark Nevill: All supported by you?

Hero. G. E. MASTERS: Sure, but with some
reservations. I am not saying that I have opposed
them, although some of my colleagues have done
so. I have not. I do not make any excuses for that
at all. I point out that the Legislative Council is
very careful with the legislation it deals with.

We are not obstructive or destructive. We are
very careful and very understanding of the
Government's position: that is the Legislative
Council's role.

In 1983 we dealt with the Totalisator Agency
Board Betting Tax Amendment Bill, the Racing
Restriction Amendment Bill, the Liquor Amend-
ment Bill (No. 2). the Lotteries (Control) Amend-
ment Bill (No. 2). the Lotteries (Control) Amend-
ment Bill, and the Acts Amendment (Trade Pro-
motion Lotteries) Bill.

In 1984 we dealt with the Totalisator Duty
Amendment Bill, the Soccer Football Pools Bill,
the Acts Amendment (Soccer Football Pools) Bill.
the Acts Amendment (Bingo) Bill, the Lotteries
(Control) Amendment Bill and the Casino Con-
trol Sill.

In 1985 we have dealt with the Liquor Amend-
ment Bill, the Casino (Rurswood Island) Agree-
ment Bill, the Acts Amendment and Validation
(Casino Control) Bill, the Acts Amendment
(Betting Control) Bill, and the Acts Amendment
(Lotteries) Bill, which dealt with beer ticket ma-
chines.

The most recent Bills we have dealt with are the
Race Meetings (Two-up Gaming) Bill, the
Gaming and Betting (Contracts and Securities)
Bill and the Acts Amendment (Gaming and re-
lasted provisions) Hill.

I certainly have not opposed any of these Bills at
all, and in almost every case, neither have my
colleagues. I think members will find, though. that
we have expressed concern over the level of gam-
bling and ganming in the community. and the
Government's introduction of something like 20 or
21 Bills relating to gambling in the last two years
is bound to have a serious effect on some sections
of the community. People simply cannot afford to
gamble to any great extent.

Hon. D. K. Dans: How many of those Bills
directly involve gambling? You are a very dis-
honest person. They are mostly to tidy up existing
Legislation.

Hon. G. E. MASTERS: I can go through them
one by one. If the Minister would wait for me to
finish my comments, I would say to him that we
recognise there is a need to tidy up legislation in
many cases. But some of the legislation has the
effect of encouraging more gambling in the com-
munity, and that is the problem we have. With
some reluctance I supported some of the Govern-
ment Bills, and I somewhat enthusiastically
supported others. The Minister would well know
that I expressed no opposition to the casino Bill or
to the establishment of a casino on the chosen site.
My only objection was to the manner in which it
was dealt with. Nevertheless, there are a number
of pieces of legislation which do encourage more
and more people to risk part of their dollar on
gambling. This is not good for some sections of the
community-those who can least afford it, those
on low incomes.

I know that the Minister has been under a great
deal of pressure to change some of the Acts. We
dealt with an Act the other day which went back
probably hundreds of years, and quite properly
that needed to be changed.

I read in the paper only a few days ago of the
great delight that is being expressed about the new
legislation by bookies because it is going to mean a
few bob to them. I am not criticising that legis-
lation, the point I am making is that it seems there
is more and more encouragement for people to risk
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on gambling purl of their dollar that may be better
spent in looking after their families.

In expressing these concerns we also state that
though the Government is showing a great deal of
care there is a chance of certain elements becom-
ing involved that would be much better kept out of
this State. and I am talking of course of
gangsterism and people with not very reputable
backgrounds being involved in some of these gam-
bling projects. The Minister quite properly said
that as far as the casino and most other changes
were concerned, there seemed to be adequate pro-
tection. One of those pieces of legislation dealt
with beer ticket machines. 1, like everyone,
thought that that legislation passed through Par-
liament on the understanding-

F-on. D. K<. Dans: What you thought was cor-
rect. and when you sit down I will tell you how
correct you were.

Hon. G. E. MASTERS: I am delighted that the
Minister is joining with me in debating the Supply
Bill. In the meantime, my.understanding and the
understanding of this House, was that the beer
ticket machines would be of support to charitable
organisations and sporting bodies, and I have no
doubt that will be the case. But we do say that in
all of these things care needs to be taken. I am not
out on a witch-hunt today, and I do not speak in
this debate simply because of the article on the
front page of the Sunday Times. Whether or not
that headline was exactly right I do not know. The
point is that the public read that paper and saw
from the front page banner headlines that a row in
the handling of the beer ticket machines was likely
to occur. There was a suggestion of the involve-
ment of a person well-known and well-reported in
Western Australia. I am talking of a person
named Abe Saffron: I have never met the man, of
course. The paper states this-

The W.A. Hotels Association will urge
members to accept beer-ticket machines from
Sydney businessman, Mr Abe Saf-
fron-named in Parliament as Mr Sin.

That is where the public become concerned.

Hon. D. K. Dans: I am glad you said that about
the New South Wales Parliament. They only say
it inside the Parliament. You know they have
never said it outside the Parliament.

Hon. G. E. MASTERS: I can understand the
sensitivity of the Minister who has been respon-
sible for all these things, and of course he will
react in that way. I can tell Mr Dans that I am a
bit reluctant about mentioning the gentleman's
name inside Parliament, never mind outside.

The legislation is just one of those 20 pieces of
legislation about which we and other people in the

community have expressed some doubts. A lot of it
was justified to clear up untidy legislation. But it
does seem that the Government is going further
down the track of freeing the market and having
people spend their dollar.

What really worried me was a document put out
by the Western Australian Hotels Association. I
was deeply concerned when this document came
into my possession. I have spoken to the associ-
ation, and it has assured me that its intentions
were honourable, and I take that as its true
objective. Nevertheless a document which is re-
sponsible for upsetting and disturbing people is
being bandied around publicly in the community
and it should be brought to the attention of mem-
bers of Parliament. The Hotels Association put
out a questionnaire asking for information from
people who are likely to supply these beer ticket
machines. It really wanted to cop part of the ac-
tion. This is where the statement is made, and I
think it is necessary, Mr President, for it to be on
the record.

The Western Australian Hotels Association, on
19 March 1985, sent out a document headed
-Lotteries in Hotels and Taverns 'Break Open
Ticket Vending Machines'." It started off by say-

In this respect it would be appreciated if
you could respond to the following enquiries:

I . Is it proposed that you will establish a
State-wide service? YES/NO

2. If the answer to question number one is
"NO" could you indicate the areas of the
State in which you would prefer to
operate.

Question 3 on page 2 reads as follows-

3. Can you guarantee a seven day a week,
365 day per year service to our members
in terms of supplies and maintenance of
your vending machines? YES/NO

4. If there are limitations as to your service
capacity would you please indicate your
preferences below:-

And then we get to the parts which I think are
misleading and quite dangerous, Mr President-

5. If the Association accepts your tender as
a W.A.H.A. endorsed licensed ticket
supplier what sort of overriding com-
mission or royalty on ticket sales would
be offered to the Association.

That means, of course, "What sort of cop do we
get?"

The questionnaire continues:-
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6. Any other inducements that would cause
the Association to recommend you or
your company to its members as a re-
liable supplier of tickets.

Lastly it asks-
7. In the event that the W.A.H-.A. obtains a

licence as a vending machine and ticket
supplier would you or your compaqy
wish to tender for the role of -supplier
and manager of the Association's li-
cence. If such a proposal is of interest to
you would you please indicate the terms
and conditions under which you would
wish to operate.

That was not a very prudent document to put out
publicly: whether it was sent only to the associ-
ation's members or not it would become public
knowledge one way or another. Reference is made
to inducements being offered to these people who
are to be recommended by the Western Australian
Hotels Association. I have spoken to the associ-
ation and I understand its motives; but they have
been misinterpreted. There is a great danger in
this sort of document that there will be encourage-
ment and offers to people who are, if you l ike, not
desirable types to have operating in this State.
There is an open invitation to those people to bid
and become involved. No request is made for ref-
erences, nor is there any suggestion that an inves-
tigation will be carried out into their background.

I know there are many people whom you. Mr
President, and I know personally who may be
involved in giving quotations on these sorts of ma-
chines. Good luck to them! The headline in the
Sunday Timies suggests there are other people less
desirable who may become involved and control
the scene. Those sorts of people are liable to use
any means to gain complete control. I am sure
that is not the intention of the Minister or the
association. Nevertheless, the implication is there
and 1 must draw it to the attention of the House
because something must be done. There must at
least be a move if possible-and I am not sure how
it can be done-to keep certain elements out of the
market.

I read with interest the Minister's statement,
and I am not having a shot at Mr Dans because 1,
too. &upported that legislation. We are perhaps
seeing that the Government has gone down the
line too fast. The newspaper report said-

The Minister for Racing and Gaming. Mr
Dants, said yesterday he would have his
officers look into the whole situation and if
there was reason far concern, "as quick as a
flash" he would have the matter referred to
the police for investigation.

That is good, but I wonder how far the Minister
has gone; I wonder whether there is a need for this
investigation and whether certain elements can be
prevented from becoming involved and, more in-
portantly, from taking Control of the supply of
these machines in the community. We need people
with a good business background whose creden-
tials stand up to scrutiny.

We are talking about a gambling game. Incen-
tives will be offered not only to the Hotels Associ-
ation, but also to the management of hotels and
licensed premises, and perhaps to sporting and
charitable bodies. The sort of people who offer
these incentives usually bring forward other incen-
tives which are a little more painful if need be. I
am not suggesting that that necessarily will hap-
pen in charitable organisations or sporting bodies,
but some groups will use any means to take con-
trol in this area.

I say to the Government and to the Minister
that I hope the Government will take every pre-
caution to make sure this sort. of people are kept
out Of the community. I welcomed the opportunity
to discuss the matter with the Hotels Association
and to get its assurance about its motives. One
aspect on which it could not give me an assurance
was that it would keep out the undesirable el-
ements we do not want. I leave the matter to the
Minister, and I hope he will reply and assure the
House. The community is very worried, and with
very good reason.

I want to refer to one other matter; that is, the
Government's Westrek scheme. This was held up
by the Premier and the Government as a new
scheme to get young people into the work force
and allow them to gain experience for little return.
My understanding is that young people will be
paid-l 50 of them initially commencing in June
this year; I do not know how far preparations have
gone-for taking on community work, and they
will be given food, board, and transport. They will
receive $1 a day and be under the control of cer-
tain employer groups.

This idea might work, and I am not criticising
the Government for any efforts it makes to get
young people into the work force to gain experi-
ence and give them pride and get them out of the
unemployed queues. The fact that the Govern-
ment criticised a proposition I put forward be-
cause it would cut the rates of pay for young
people seems hypocritical when one looks at this
scheme about which I am criticising the Govern-
ment for being hypocritical; I am not criticising
the scheme. I understand the Government will al-
locate $650 000 for these 150 young people for the
first six months.
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There seems to be a little lopsidedness in the
project. Assuming the Government persuades 150
young people to take on the job at S1 a day with a
paying-oF figure of 3750 if they complete six
months. I draw attention to another situation
which could develop. You, 'vr President, will be
particularl% interested in this. An advertisement
was placed in The Wecst Australian in the pro-
fessional column on Saturday. 30 March. It was
headed "Wesirek Scheme". Bearing in mind that
$650 000 has been allocated for six months, the
Government has advertised through the Public
Service Board I5 positions for persons to adminis-
ter that scheme. It is seeking an executive officer
for 12 months: a field training officer for 12
months: at clerk typist for 12 months: and 12
positions for group leaders for nine months. Ac-
cording to my calculations, the cost of those
positions will be S-252 000 for at year.

The Government has allocated $650 000 for six
months, so it seems the admninistration costs of this
scheme will take a great percentage of the money
allocated for training young people and getting
them into the workplace. Much of the money will
go on executive officers, group leaders, and the
like. I wonder who is going to gain most from it.
Admittedly there are 15 nice new jobs for a group
of people. but the young people will get the rest of
the money at the rate of $1 at day with -a finishing
figure of $750.

The systemn is lopsided, and I wonder whether
the Government hats tried to find a better way of
administering this scheme wvith people wvho per-
haps are cheaper or come from local government
and who can organise the project. If this scheme
progresses I can see that the number of people
holding the professional positions-the executive
officer, the field training officer, and the
like -will escalate, and in the end at small group of
youngsters %%ill k"ork for S I a day while any numn-
ber of executive officers adniinister the scheme.

I draw that to the M inister's attention because
it needs to be looked at. In the past. probably in
our time ais well as that of this Government.
schemes have been set up with an allocation of
funds nmeant 10 help people who -are disadvantaged
or who do not have jobs. The administration be-
comes so top-heavy that there is little money left
to do the job it was intended for. It seems to me
this Westrek scheme could develop into that sort
of situation. I ask the Minister to see whether
something can be done to reduce the overheads in
this type of scheme.

I support the Bill.

HON. 1). K. PANS (South Metropoli-
tan-Leader of the House) 12.40 p.m.J: It is not

normal for the Leader of the House to enter a
debate on the Supply Bill. However. I cannot al-
low what the Leader of the Opposition said to go
unchallenged. Either wittingly or unwittingly, he
attempted to give the impression that this Govern-
ment had introduced over 20 Bills related to gam-
bling. The majority of those Bills were machinery
Bills tidying up outstanding anomalies in certain
Acts. One of those Bills which, incidentally, did
not pass the Assembly, was the trade promotions
Bill. That simply dealt with an anomaly in the
Police Act relating to trade promotions lotteries
being carried out on licensed premises. Supermar-
kets, shops and other retail outlets have been
dispensing those sorts of tickets for years and be-
cause the Police Act contained that anomaly it
was felt that the amending Bill should be
introduced. The Police Department and the
Crown Law Department sought to change that
anomaly.

There are a number of Bills in that category.
Let me dleal quiekly with the Bills that related to
gambling. The first Bill was the casino Bill fromn
which all other legislation flowed. This Govern-
ment made an election promise to legalise: in this
State things that were being done illegally. We
introduced a new form of Lotto. six from 36
pools-I think it is now six from 38-because this
was the only State in Australia without the facility
to allow people to bet on the British soccer
matches.

On my motion we allowed two-up to be played
after picnic race meetings. While that may seem a
gigantic step forward. I ask members to consider
the number of clubs in this State that hold only
one meeting a year. We also liberalised the laws
relating to bingo.

In case Mr Masters has forgotten, the Anzac
Bill that was asserted to today allows bookmakers
on the course tomorrow to start taking bets a( 12
o'clock instead of one o'clock. The on-course total-
isator and the off-course totalisator are permitted
to start at 12 o'clock in any case. I know Mr
Masters supported most, or all, of those Bills and I
am grateful to him.

I now turn to the article that appeared in the
Sunday Times. That paper is renowned for its
banner headlines. It mentioned a man by name. I
may be wrong but I did not see that same story
appear in what I refer to as the responsible Press:
and with good reason. The man who was named in
the article "'as Mr Abe Saffron. For as long as I
can remember, living in New South Wales and
here. Mr Abe Saffron has been in the headlines
for various activities. To my knowledge nothing
has been proven against him to this date, It is a
matter of public record that the Sunday Times
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forgot to mention that Mr Abe Saffron either
holds the licence or is in partnership with people
who hold the licences for four hotels in this State,
the Raffles Hotel, the High Wycombe Hotel, the
Cloverdale Hotel and the Warwick Hotel. If I
were being political. I would say that three of
those licenes were issued in the days of the Lib-
eral-Country Party Government. That Govern-
ment did not see fit to challenge Mr Saffron. It is
not my task in this Chamber tO either defend or
condemn Mr Saffron, but simply to tell the House
that that statement attributed to me in the Sunday
Times is substantially correct.

Mr Masters said that people reading that article
could have some cause for alarm. The amazing
thing about it is that not one person from my large
constituency has contacted me and not one person
has contacted my office. Indeed, the comments or
complaints made about the casino have been mini-
mal. I confess I thought they would have been
much greater.

Hon. H. W. Gayfer: I think they were a little
greater than you concede.

Hon. D. K. DANS: Whatever Mr Gayfer may
sa y, he shou ld now listen to me ca ref ull1y: 1 did not
receive one complaint as the member for the
South Metropolitan Province. The comnplaints I
received as Minister were minimal.

Mr Masters raised matters relating to the Acts
Amendment (Lotteries) Act 1985 which related to
beer tickets and beer ticket machines. I make it
clear from the outset that there is no likelihood of
only two ticket suppliers being licensed by the
State Taxation Department.

Hon. C. E, Masters: I was talking about the
recommendations;.

Hon. D. K. DANS: I know; I am putting the
member's mind at rest. I will come to the
recommendlat ions in a Moment. The
Commisisoner of State Taxation is anticipating he
will receive approximately 10 applications from
persons to be licensed as ticket suppliers, not two.
Applications have not been considered at this
stage. However. licensing-I am using the term
"licensing"~ delibrately-is expected to be
finalised in the next few weeks.

New section 109 of the Stamp Act provides that
the Commissioner of State Taxation in consider-
ing an application from a person to be licensed as
a ticket supplier, shall have regard to the financial
circumstances of the applicant and such other cir-
cumstances as he considers relevant. That is a
pretty big hurdle to jump. The comniissioner may
also cancel a licence if he has reason to believe
that a licensed supplier has contravened the pro-

visions relating to the supply of tickets or the
payment of duty.

Where the commissioner either refuses to grant
a licence or cancels a licence, he must give reasons
for the refusal or cancellation. That is pretty
powerful stuff. If the person aggrieved by such a
decision wishes, he may appeal to the Local Court
within 42 days after the reasons are given. In other
words, the commissioner has to give the reasons
and then, if the person aggrieved feels that is not
sufficient, he can appeal within 42 days.

I want to now refer directly to the newspaper
report that the Western Australian Hotels Associ-
ation has made a decision to endorse two
companies to supply beer ticket facilities to its
members. Firstly, it should be noted that the legis-
lation clearly provides that permits to sell continu-
ing lotteries are to be obtained from the Western
Australian Lotteries Commission by a charitable
organisation or a club which wishes to sell break-
open tickets, and not by hoteliers. Where the
tickets are to be sold by vending machine,
endorsements of the licensee's approval will be
required on the application. The benefit to the
hotelier will be from the increased trade over the
bar and the charitable organisation or club will
benefit from the profits. The Western Australian
Hotels Association made a commercial decision to
endorse supplies of ticket facilities and tickets. I
would say that that was an inducement and, if I
may, I will resort to some slang and say, "What's
new, pussycat?". M r Masters has been in the com-
mercial world and he knows that inducements are
given by way of discounts and by way of a number
of other benefits. The intimation is, -If you want
my business, what are you prepared to give me by
way of a discount or other devices by way of a
straight-out cash rebate?"~

I do not think they were doing anything wrong.
but I believe that they did not have cognisance of
the whole Act. A recommendation by the Western
Australian Hotels Association to its members to
support a particular company will not affect the
rate of return to charitable organisations or
clubs-it cannot.

Hon. G. E. Masters: I did not say it would.

Hon. D. K. DANS: I am putting it on record
because people reading the newspaper article
could have read two different things into it and
Hon. Gordon Masters knows that very well. The
legislation has all the requirements built into it to
prevent any underhand dealings, including
refusing people certain licences.

Some concern has been expressed-I do not
know if Mr Masters has expressed the con-
cern-that one of the recommended companies
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has as one of its directors a Mr Abe Saffron. I am
advised by the State Taxation Department that a
licence will be refused on any grounds which
might place the revenue in jeopardy. Whether a
refusal to licence could be sustained on grounds
not related to the financial status of an applicant
requires further consideration.

Hon. G. E. Masters: That is the point.

Hon. D. K. DANS: That is what we are looking
at.

Mr Saffron has held interests in companies
holding hotel licences in this State for many years.
During this time the premises owned by his
companies have been conducted satisfactorily.
When I made the statement to the Press I said
that 1 had put the matter in the hands of my
officers and they did a good job.

The extension of one of Mr Saffron's business
interests into the break-open ticket field is an obvi-
ous one in view of his hotel interest. However, I
am concerned by the implication, and we will have
the situation closely monitored by the officers of
the Department of Racing and Gaming and the
State Taxation Department. Should the need
arise, amending legislation to increase the number
of inspectors or to provide for tighter licensing
controls can be introduced into the Parliament.

Hon. G. E. Masters: That is exactly what I am
asking.

Hon. D. K. DANS: I thank the Leader Of the
Opposition for raising this matter and I point out
that while a number of Bills that have been
introduced into Parliament might have sounded
like gambling Billk -some obviously were-others
were just to tidy up Acts. The Government has
already introduced what it thought was watertight
legislation and it was passed with the assistance of
members in this House. If the Government finds
that there are any problems with the legislation-I
am not suggesting that there will bc-it will bring
back the legislation to this House for amendment.

Hon. G. E. Masters: You must admit that the
document produced by the Hotels Association
could be misunderstood and it was unfortunately
worded.

Hon. D. K. DANS: I do not think the associ-
ation has as many commercial brains as many
other companies and rather than operate by word
of mouth it put the information into a document;
but members must agree that inducements and
rebates a re pa rt of da ily i fe.

Hon. G. E. Masters: You coupled that with
some unsuccessful applicants.

Hon. D. K. DANS: That is right and it was a
dangerous document. I am thankful that the mat-
ter has been ventilated in this House.

HON. NEIL OLIVER (West) [2.55 p.m.]: This
Supply Bill approves Government expenditure to
30 June 1986 and is normally introduced at this
time of t he yea r pending t he passing of the A ppro-
priation Bill during the Budget session later in the
year. However, the Bill gives members one of only
three opportunities in each year to draw to the
attention of the Government problems being ex-
perienced in their electorates.

Before speaking to the specific problem in my
electorate, which involves the Swan Valley grape
and wine producers, I wish to compare the growth
of expenditure this year by the Burke Government
to that of previous Governments and, in particu-
lar, I refer to the Court Government and the sub-
sequent O'Connor Government.

This Supply Bill grants Government
expenditure to 30 June 1986 of $1 710 million. In
the financial year ending 30 June 1982 the Court
Government's Supply Bill was for the amount of
$1 020 million. The O'Connor Government
increased its Supply Bill to the year ending 30
June 1983 to $1 130 million, an increase of $1 10
million on the previous year.

With the change of Government to the
Australian Labor Party and the introduction of
the Burke Ministry the Supply Bill to 30 June
1984-remember the Burke Government had
been in office for only four months and had not
had the opportunity to get into top gear-was
$1 240 million which was an increase of $1 110
million on the previous Liberal Government's
Supply Bill. For the financial year ending 30 June
1984 we saw a further increase of $1 60 million on
the previous Supply Bill, which made a total for
that year of $1 400 million. This year we see an
increase of $310 million, which in 1974 was the
total amount of the Supply Bill introduced by the
Court Government.

Members will be aware that during the period
from 1974 until now Australia had the highest
level of inflation ever experienced. The Liberal
Government presided also over the greatest
growth rate that this State has experienced since it
was founded.

Premier Burke has joined the last of the big
spenders. If he continues in office for another year
he will have increased expenditure in four years to
the same extent that was achieved by the Liberal
Government in nine years. He will receive the
treatment he deserves in the same way as Prime
Minister Hawke will receive the treatment he de-
serves, and they will go down on record as the last
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of the big spenders because the taxpayers will not
accept an increase in expenditure to this extent.
The Premier and the Prime Minister have been
very extravagant and have given little thought to
Budget management and have obtained little or no
results from the increase in expenditure.

Hon. Toni Stephens: We are the ones that bal-
ance the Budget.

Hon. NEIL OLIVER: I now turn to matters
which are of concern to my electorate. During the
electoral campaign the ALP convened a meeting
at the Swan athletic club concerning the marginal
seat of Mundlaring. The meeting was held on 7
January 1982.

Hon. Toni Stephens: A safe Labor seat.
Hon. NEIL OLIVER: The election was to be

held about four weeks from that date and to use
an expression that often flows from the Labor
Party, the meeting was "politically motivated".

At this meeting, the promises included: The
supply and installation of a distillation plant; the
provision of market expertise to expand both local
and overseas markets: market research into the
expansion of those miarkets: and, finally, upgraded
technical support, including new grape varieties
from the Department of Agriculture that would
set the grape industry on a more profitable course.

I turn to some questions recorded in H-ansard,
that were asked by me in respect of these prom-
ises. Question 336 on page 1878 of Hansard of
Wednesday. 14 September 1983 was asked of
the Minister representing the Minister for Econ-
omic Development and Technology and Deputy
Premier, Mal Bryce. It read-

In respect to ihe new distillation still plant
to be used by the grape growers in the Swan
Valley-

(1) When and at what location will the
still be installed?

(2) Whatt organisation will be respon-
sible for its operation?

(3) How is it proposed that the product
be marketed?

(4) Will the plant and/or its associated
equipment have any alternative pro-
duction other than spirits for forti-
fied wines and brandy?

(5) When will the still be operated?
The responsible Minister in this House replied for
Mr Bryce-

(1) to (5) The Government is conducting
confidential negotiations concerning the
creation of the proposed distillery. None
of the member's five questions can be

answered with clarity at this stage. He
will be fully apprised of the details as
soon as they are able to be released.

The next question I asked was question 419 on
Tuesday, 20 September 1983, some six days later.
I addressed this question to the Leader of the
House representing the Premier, in view of the
fact that the Premier was at that meeting. I
asked-

(1) Did the Premier at a meeting convened
by the Labor candidate for Mundlaring
on Friday, 7 January 1982, promise
grape growers that a distillery would be
installed in the Swan Valley as soon as
they (Labor) took office?

(2) If "Yes", why has this promise been
broken?

The Leader of the House, representing Premier
Burke, replied-

(1) Yes.

(2) On 20 July 1983, Cabinet approved
financial assistance for the establishment
of the distillery. The member will be
aware from replies to his question 336 of
Wednesday, 14 September and question
416 of Tuesday, 20 September that
negotiations are currently being conduc-
ted.

On the same day I asked question 416, recorded
on page 2138 of Hansard of Tuesday 20
September., This question again was directed to
the Minister representing the Minister for Econ-
omic Development and Technology, the latter
Minister being also the Deputy Premier, Mr Mal
Bryce. The question read-

In view of the reply to my question 336 of
Wednesday. 14 September. wherein I was ad-
vised the Government is conducting confiden-
tial negotiations concerning a proposed distil-
lery in the Swan Valley-

Iinterpolate that at this stage the negotiations are
confidential; six days earlier they merely could not
be announced. To continue-

()Was an advertisement placed in The
Midland Reporter of September on page
5, authorised-by M. Beahan, 82 Beaufort
Street, Perth, which stated that $400 000
has been approved to build a distillery?

(2) Is the Government in any way associated
with the provision of those funds?

(3) If so, how was this amount agreed upon.
and from what source will it be appropri-
ated?

(77)
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The Minister replied-
(I Yes.
(2) Yes.

(3) This amount represents the estimated
cost of establishing a distillery in the
Swran Valley. As indicated in the reply to
the member's question 336, detailed
financial information regarding the es-
tablishment of the distillery will remain
confidential during current negotiati .ons.

To substantiate further the need for a distillery, I
refer to a question that the Deputy Premier, Mal
Bryce, answered in another place on 23 August
1983. The current member for Mundaring asked a
question to which the Deputy Premier replied-

Distillery facilities have not been available
in the Swan Valley since late 1980. As a
result of the lack of facilities the grape
growers have not been prepared to rebuild or
replant their vineyards. A modern distillery
will provide a market for grapes which cannot
be sold as table or wine grapes. The
reintroduction of a grape distillery will give
the grape growers renewed confidence in their
future, and make them independent of East-
ern States distillation facilities. It will provide
also a local source to fortify spirit for the
Western Australian wine industry. There are
encouraging signs for a revival of the pro-
duction of fortified wine, and I understand
that the people involved in this industry in the
Swan Valley have been elated by the Govern-
ment's decisions . .-

Incidentally, the Deputy Premier was quite right.
There was a revival in the production of fortified
wine.

When the Burke Government took office in
February, the President of the Swan Valley Grape
Growers Association. Mr John Beros. had avail-
able a used, but recently acquired. still. It had
been recently installed, was modern and was avail-
able on an offer basis of $65 000. Grape growers
in the Swan Valley, including the president of
their association, were champing at the bit to pro-
ceed and take up the Burke promise. The House
has already heard of the indecision and bungling
of that Government from the moment it was
elected, and this is no exception.

Nowhere in the world in a large or even a sec-
ondary grape producing area such as the Swan
Valley is there no distillation plant. In the Swan
Valley originally, there were four distillation
plants. Some wvere old and not suitable for use in
the continuous distillation operation. The most re-
cent continuous distillation plant installed in this
country is a modern plant supplied and installed at

Beenleigh in Queensland for the amount of
$145 000. The viability of a distillery has been a
point of contention. but not to the Labor Party.

The 1981 inquiry into the feasibility of the re-
establishment of a distillery in Western Australia
concluded that it was not commercially feasible to
establish a distillation industry here. This inquiry
was conducted by Chadwick Martin Consultants
Pty. Ltd. for the Western Australian Department
of Industrial Development and Commerce and the
Swan Valley Grape Growers Association. Neither
I publicly, nor the President, nor members of that
association would accept the proposals that were
outlined in that document.

The conclusion reached was based on the pre-
diction that the demand for fortified wvines and,
consequently, grape spirit would follow the pre-
vious declining trends. However, there has been
greater demand for fortified wines. Sales in West-
ern Australia have increased by one million litres.
That is an increase of 25 per cent in a three-year
period since the inquiry.

This does not take into account the disastrous
fortified spirit tax. The predictions of the feasi-
bility study were proved to be inaccurate, and the
reverse occurred.

I have two tables which I seek leave of the
House to have incorporated into H-ansard. One is
table 4 by the Australian Bureau of Statistics
which indicates the predicted sales and the actual
sales. The other is table 8 which is headed
"Western Australian Fortified Wine Mar-
ket-Relative Shares". The table compares West-
ern Australian winemakers to the Eastern States
winemakers. The source is the Australian Bureau
of Statistics.

Leave granted.
The following material was incorporated by leave

of the House-
TABLE 4. Fortified Wine Stocks (Australia)

Sioct 1000 Prvdi, led Aciual
Ye-a, im ret Sme SAles
1975/76 138026 - 51 758
1976/77 143 203 - 50210
1977/78 129 495 - 44 293

1978/79 132 838 - 47935
1979/80 134 440 - 45 587
1980/81 133 856 41019 45 868
1981/82 135 254 35 224 45 189
1982/83 134 132 29653 43027
1983/84 116 596 25086 42 587

Sourcc: ABS and A.W.B.P.A. Siatisiks and Projccion

TABLE 8. Western Australian Fortified Wine
Market-Relative Shares

WA Ese,
Wmnernakegrs Siates

Toiai 000 Tolait00O
Ye-ar jaw')ire
1975/76 1060 4 257

7976/77 942 3699
1977/78 812 3 158

1978/79 863 3513
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1979/80
1980/81
1981/a2
1982/83
1983/84

610
687
651
5311

332

3 559
3 680
3 066
3 217
4 023

Hon. NEIL OLIVER: All that has been
achieved by the Burke Government has been a
series of broken promises. Action on the
distillation plant has been nil.

I wish to quote from an article appearing in the
West Advertiser on 2 April entitled. "Grape
growers endorse government aid", which reads as
follows-

THE Grape Growers Association of WA
has endorsed a State Government plan to
holster the ailing grape industry.

The plan will involve research, promotion,
finance for restructuring properties, cool
storage facilities and inspect ion services.

The Government's aid package was
supported by growers who last week attended
a meeting called by the president of the as-
sociatiion, M r Joh n Beros.

Mr Beros said the meeting also discussed
the export problems facing grape growers.

The Preniicr. Mr Burke. who was then the Leader
of the Opposition, made specific promises at that
meeting regarding exports to the extent that he
was prepared to send people overseas. We now
have the results of that promise 27 months later. I
proceed to quote further fromn that document-

Increasing exports, especially to Asia, was
the only way to end the depressed state of the
industry, he said.

This year the downward trend has been disastrous
compared to the previous year. The figures are not
yet known but the effect is overwhelming on the
downward trend. The receivals of export table
grapes through the Swan Settlers Co-op Associ-
ation Ltd. is indicative that the situation is bad.

This week I went into the chiller unit and I saw
grapes which had been picked and specifically
packed for export and which were moulding be-
cause there were no shippers to take them. The
only place that these grapes will finish up is in the
oven for dried fruit. The dried fruit industry in the
Sunraysia district alone last year had a surplus of
90 million tonnes of dried fruit. Mr Beros went on
to say-

WA ought to be able to sell 40 per cent of
its table grapes to the lucrative Asian mar-
ket-but at present the market was
oversupplied with grapes from the Eastern
States.

Mr Beros said that WA growers would
have to concentrate on premium quality
grapes.

At present the market is over supplied with grapes
from the Eastern States. Mr Beros further
stated-

A new variety, MUI-SB, would be released
to growers by the Department of Agriculture
this year.

He did not know whether MU7-58 would
be accepted by Asian buyers but he said: "We
are at the stage where we have to take a
put.

Take a punt! We have market research, technical
research, promises of people to visit Asia and open
up new markets and planting ncw vines this
year-and they take a punt on it! So much for
research and the promises of this Government!.

Mr Burke was very strongly supported by Mr
Tonkin in the Wesiern Mail when he very quickly
jumped in to say he was-

-Pledging that a Labor Government would
provide financial assistance to establish a dis-
tillery.

Mr Tonkin said the Opposition had been
impressed by a submission on the distillery
presented by the Grape Growers Association
of WA.

Could I draw attention of the Chamber to what
actually happens in Other States. The Department
of Agriculture in Victoria produces a magazine
entitled, 'Buyers' guide to Australian table
grapes", which is distributed throughout Asia and
to the Australian public, with financial assistance
from the Commonwealth Department of Trade. It
also produces a quarterly newsletter known as,
"Table Grape News".

I asked a question in this House recently to do
with the promotion conducted in Singapore last
year entitled, "Food and Hotel Asia". I asked
whether this Government had made any contri-
bution to that exhibition in the World Trade
Centre. The answer was "No". From Victoria a
major promotion was conducted and in addition
they reported back to the grape growers and visi-
tors who came from Malaysia, Indonesia.
Thailand. Hong Kong. India. Japan. Brunei, and
Taiwan and they reported how many visitors they
had, and what their preferences were for the vari-
ous varieties of grapes. So much for the research
of this Government and its promises to grape
growers! Research into the field of grape juice
has been carried out in Victoria-which is politi-
cally delicate because the grapes in Victoria arc
grown in the area where oranges are produced;
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that is. the Murray Valley. We know Australians
currently prefer to drink what is called pure or-
ange juice, but there is also much research being
undertaken into the manufacture and the market-
ing of pure grape juice. The research also covers
the production of grape juice extracts and
utilisation of the various other types of fruit that
can be added to grape juice.

I now turn to not only the broken promises but
also the actions of this Government in what it calls
supporting an industry which it clearly stated
needed support. I spoke in the adjournment debate
on Thursday, I8 August 1983, reported in
Hansard at page 1186. 1 said-

I would like to refer to a matter concerning
my constituents who are in the grape growing
and wine production industry. My constitu-
ents are concerned about the likelihood of an
imposition of a wine tax at Federal level. I
would like to say that this matter is of in-
creasing concern to the wine industry. I recall
making represenitat ions on behalf of the in-
dustry to the Federal Government in 1977.
The tax had been removed prior to this, but
rumours were abroad that it was to be
reimposed.

Acting on my initiative the Federal Government
did not introduce the wine tax at that time in
1977.

1 went on to talk about its effect on primary
industry and many members in this House will
understand the problems of primary industry and
t he concern of grape growers and wine producers
who are not in isolation but are part of the agricul-
tural industry which has made this country so
great; and this country is still agro-economically
based.

I went on to say-

If such a wvine tax were imposed now, it
would be at a very bad time for the indlus-
try-a time wvhen it is suffering from the
dumping of surplus poor quality wine from
other States. The effect would be especially
disastrous in the Swan Valley.

I then said-

The proposed imposition of this tax comes
at one of the momentous times in the history
of the wine industry in Western Australia. I
was prompted to raise this matter because of
an article which appeared in The West
Australian this morning. For the first time in
the history of the Western Australian wine
industry a company in this State has won the
most coveted and prestigious award; that is,
the Jimmy Watson memorial trophy. That

award was presented to the Cape Mentelle
vineyards.

I went on to say-

I extend my congratulations to the Cape
Mentelle vineyards on winning this coveted
and prestigious award. I hope the Leader of
the House uses his best endeavours to ensure
the Premier of Western Australia brings this
matter to the attention of the Federal
Government, because the imposition of this
iniquitous tax would have a disastrous effect
on a primary producing industry; that is, the
wine industry.

I repeat, I hope he uses his best endeavours.

I now turn to one of the most interesting reports
in Hansard. It is eulogising by two members of
Parliament-namely, the member for Mundaring
and theWestern Australia-who made the prom-
ises. This is dated Wednesday, 24 August 1983,
about a week later. It appears on pages 1562 and
1563 of Hansard. Mr Troy had this to ask of the
Premier-

I draw his attention to the fact that despite
the widespread speculation that a wine tax
would be imposed in the Federal Budget, no
such tax was imposed. I ask-

(1) Is it a fact that the State Government
made representations to the Common-
wealth on this matter prior to the
Budget?

(2) In light of the Commonwealth's decision
not to impose such a tax, how does he
regard current prospects for the wine in-
dustry in this State?

There was a series of interjections. and the
Premier said this-

I did so because I thought the imposition of
such a tax would inhibit the strong develop-
ment taking place in the industry in this
State,

I repeat what he said, "the strong development
taking place in the industry in this State".

The Premier went on to say-

The wine industry in Western Australia
has been undergoing a period of considerable
growth. New facilities and wine-making tech-
niques have been installed in the Swan Valley
in recent years and I think it is agreed that
there has been a dramatic improvement in the
quality of wines from the valley.

Grape growers in the Swan Valley will get
another boost from the Government's de-
cision to back the establishment of a distil-
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cery. something which the Opposition when in
Government rejected out of hand.

He goes on-
Members will be aware that last week two

Western Australian wines won major trophies
at the Melbourne show, most notably the
Jimmy Watson Trophy for dry red wines,
Australia's most prestigious wine award.

He then continues-

This will give Western Australian wines a
huge marketing boost in the Eastern States.

incidentally, this has never come to fruition. He
goes on to say-

The Minister for Economic Development
and Technology has instructed his officers
that contact should be made with the industry
to ascertain how the Government can help
industry to take advantage of the outstanding
marketing boost the awards have given the
State. For all the reasons, the industry's pros-
pects are obviously bright, and the continued
tax-free status of wine will help advance those
prospects.

The Premier and th6 member for Mundaring had
not read the Federal Budget, because contained in
the Federal Budget was one of the most disastrous
taxes ever introduced into the wine industry, and
that was a tax on fortified spirit. Fortified spirit
was selling at that time at $2.40 per litre of al-
cohol, and the new tax was $2.50

The tables I have had incorporated in Hansard
by leave of the House will bear witness to what
then occurred. It was so disastrous that Mr Kerin.
the Federal Minister for Primary Industry,
disassociated himself from the Hawke Ministry's
stand and said the decision had been mna de while
he had been absent, and he had not been
consulted.

The Prime Minister of Australia, Mr Hawke,
came to the Swan Valley and gave an undertaking
to have the matter examined: but that did not
happen either. The tax was a disaster because to
collect it cost more than the revenue. I am not
aware of any previous Government doing this, but
the tax was returned to the taxpayers who had
paid it.

As a sideline, I would like to say that as a result
of the failure to honour those promises, although it
has had some effect from people moving into the
Swan Valley with horses and to follow other rural
pursuits, the cost of pesticides to a medium-sized
vineyard has increased from $500 a year to $6 000
a year in the past twvo years. That is due to the fact
that the vines are not being cleared correctly, and
there is a tremendous growth of mediterranean

fruit fly. When I raised this matter with the
principal of the Roseworthy College-be would be
well known to you, Mr Deputy President (Hon.
Robert Hetherington), being a South
Australian-he said that it was the first time he
had been aware that grapes could be struck by
fruit fly. Then he went on to say that with the
prevalence of mediterranean fruit fly in Western
Australia this must obviously occur because the
fruit was left on the vine.

What motivated me to speak today on this sub-
ject was a question by the member for Mundaring
and the answer given by the Minister for
Agriculture in the Assembly on Thursday, 28
March 1985. which was as follows-

(1) Is the Minister aware that a resolution
from a Liberal Party-originated public
meeting held in the Swan Valley on
Monday, 1 8 March 1985, was rejected
outright at a meeting of the Grape
Growers' Association held on Monday of
this week?

His statement that it was totally rejected, I leave
to the consciences of the member for Mundaring
and those present at the meeting. To continue-

(2) What is the current situation with the
distillery?

(3) Would the Minister outline what
dangers the Government sees with such
blatantly politically motivated moves
occurring in an industry which, while
undergoing considerable difficulties, has
faced its difficulties by putting forward a
well-considered and positive package
that maximises the cost benefits of the
assistance offered?

The Minister for Agriculture replied-
(1) to (3) It is my understanding that this

Monday's meeting of the Grape
Growers' Association members gave ex-
tremely strong support to their com-
mittee to continue pursuing the IS-point
aid package as a first priority.
It is understood that the future consider-
ation of a distillery is not rejected. but is
recognised as being desirable, subject to

- economic circumstances warranting purr
suance.
This resolution clearly rejects the motion
of the Liberal Party-organised meeting
held in the previous week to request the
Government to provide a distillery, re-
gardless of cost.
It is very clear that political motive, re-
gardless of cost, dominates the actions of
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the member for West Province and his
colleagues.
The industry is now well aware just what
tactics the Opposition will use.
They. and the Mundlaring electorate, will
be so much wiser as a result of this
clumnsy action.

Since I have represented the Swan Valley, I have
culled several meetings there. On one occasion. I
called a meeting in order to defeat legislation
introduced into the Parliament by the Court
Government. That legislation was defeated in this
House without even a division being called.

I called a public meeting and 1 50 people
attended. I said. "I cannot promise you that you
will get what you want, but I shall fight for you". I
challenge the member for Mundaring, the
Premier, or any other Labor member to say, "I
disagree with the Labor Government and I shall
fight for you in the Parliament".

It is indicated in the question which I quoted
that the public meeting referred to was motivated
by the Liberal Party. I am a member of the Lib-
eral Party and I support the establishment of a
distillation plant. The President of the Grape
Growers' Association appreciates my stand, but
unfortunately he is now under the rule of the
member for Mundaring. Indeed, somec members of
the executive of the association were not even
aware of this IS-point plan until it was distributed
by mail on the day following the meeting. Some of
the members of the executive had never heard of
it, but they received it by mail from the member
for Mundaring. not the association.

Thai meeting was representative of all the grape
growers and wine producers in Western Australia.
It was attended by over I50 people. I took one of
the leading roles. The chairman was Mr Clem
Mulcahy, the respected principal of a school in
Midland and Chairman of the Tourist Council of
the Swvan Valley. He was respected by all those
who attended the meeting and he conducted a very
impartial meeting. He deputised for the shire
president who was unable to be present due to
another major commitment.

The other people who sat at the top table were
the President of the Grape Growers' Association,
Mr John Beros: the President of the Wine
Growers Association. Mr John Barrett-Lennard:
the Chairman of Directors of Swyan Settlers Co-op
Association Ltd.. M r Joe Rakich. who belongs to a
family which has been in the Swan Valley for over
100 years: and ihe Swan Shire planner. Eric
Lumsden.

Apart from Mr Beros. who expressed some
doubts, the majority of those people spoke in

favour of the establishment of a distillation plant
in the Swan Valley.

The reason I am speaking on this subject this
afternoon is the question I quoted earlier. That
question motivated mec to get to my feet and speak
on this issue. It is a disgrace to group all of those
people as having attended a 'Liberal Party-
originated public meeting". The question also
indicated that it was "latantly politically
motivated" regardless of cost. Those statements
have motivated me to speak in this debate.

Last Monday the Leader of the Opposition and
the shadow Cabinet visited the Swan Valley at my
invitation and that of my colleague. Hon. Gordon
Masters. Those members met collectively with the
Swan Shire Council in its Chambers and then
dispersed in pairs and travelled throughout ihe
valley looking at the position. Later in the day
they met with many of the leading people in the
area.

On that basis I put a proposal to the Leader of
the Opposition which he is anxious to examine.
The proposal is-

That consideration be given to-
(I) providing a one-off $200 000 grant to es-

tablish a continuous distillation plant
and ancillary equipment in the Swan
Valley:

Members should recall that the Government has
j .ust guaranteed a $1.7 million loan to the
Manjimup Canning Co-operative Co. Ltd. which
will not now be proceeded with, because it does
not even have the support of primary producers:
that is. the potato growers. To continue-

(2) providing a guarantee for any loan
associated with a pasteurisation and bot-
tling plant-

Incidentally, the Manjimup cannery is looking at
such a plant at the moment at a cost of $90 000.
To continue-

-together wvith the facilities to provide grape
juice, to extend flexibility in growing and
marketing grapes, grape juice, and wine pro-
duction in the Swan Valley.

Currently we are awaiting the results of a national
grape inquiry. Due to the impact of exported
wines on the wine industry in this State and the
subsidies granted wines from the European Econ-
omic Community, the Opposition in the Legislat-
ive Assembly initiated the setting up of a wine
inquiry.

The motion moved by the Opposition in the
Assembly was amended by the Government so
that the inquiry which was set up was one into the
grape growing industry rather than into the wine
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industry. Therefore, in Western Australia at
present two inquiries are being conducted into the
grape growing industry. One comprises a coni-
mittee of four chaired by Mr McKay. the former
head of the Department of Primary Industry, and
I understand it wvili report soon on the position of
the grape industry throughout Australia.

I will outline to members the benefits of a distil-
lation plant. Firstly, construction of a distillery
will allow distillation of salvage and surplus grapes
which arc unsuitable or surplus for table use or
wineinaking. Normally, approximately 1 200
tonnes of grapes but this year over 2 000 tonnes
have been left on vines or dumped, and
approximately 90 000 litres of tank bottoms would
be used in ihe production of suitable grape spirit
and brandy spirit-Portuguese type-for Swan
Valley fortifiedls. This would return grape growers
to the original profitable avenue and would also
allow for greater flexibility when the season
produces low yields. With this year's vintage, even
though a larger quantity of surplus material is
available, ihe quality of grapes is inferior-due to
the hot weather-and is more adaptable to distil-
lation.

Secondly. availability of a distillery would in-
crease use of salvage and surplus grapes and
would therefore prevent inferior quality grapes be-
ing dumped and sold at local markets. This would
increase prices and therefore increase the quality
in the industry and export opportunities.

Thirdly. fruit fly would be controlled because
vineyards would be cleared of rotting and wasted
grapes. I have already mentioned that the cost of
insecticides in sonic vineyards has increased from
$500 in 1983 to $6 000 in 1985.

Fourthly, further employment would be created
and new ancillary industries developed, including
grape juice and brandy spirit production. A
weighbridge facility also is essential in the Swan
Valley.

Fifthly, it would prevent the process of grapes
and wine from being dumped.

Sixthly, grape growvers would be encouraged to
continue new plantings and it would generally
boost morale.

These are many of the things the Premier has
already said. The distillation plant could run in
conjunction with a pasteurisation and bottling
plant for grape juice and apple juice. The fruit
juice market has increased considerably and
prouction of grape juice could take place
intermittently at off-season times.

The wine and grape growing industries provide
a substantial contribution to the Australian econ-

omy. The two industries provide substantial em-
ployment and stimulation for tourism and export
markets. Presently these industries need assist-
ance. Greater flexibility amongst other factors is
necessary for stimulation to the industries and the
provision of a distillery would be a step in this
direction.

In conclusion I challenge the Government to
hold a referendum in the Swan Valley. I can tell it
now that the overwhelming number of grape
growers-between 80 and 90 per cent of
them-would give their priority to the installation
of a distillery plant.

HON. H4. W. GAYFER (Central) [3.43 p.m.]:
This Supply Bill involves the mind-boggling figure
of $1.7 10 billion. Hon. Neil Oliver made some
comparisons between the Supply Bill of this
Government and those of previous Governments. I
can well remember when I first came here the
1959 Parliament dealt with a Supply Bill for $80
million. That differs greatly from the present Bill
for a huge $ 1.7 10 billion-it is 20 times as big.

The Bill also seeks the issue of $1.550 billion
from Consolidated Revenue. As I recall, back in
1959 it was around the $68 million mark. The $80
million in this Bill to go to the credit of the Gen-
eral Loan Fund compares with $12 million in
1959. \1

I therefore believe these mind-boggling figures
of billions of dollars should take pride of place in
this debate and I am worried a little that these
figures have more or less been unmentioned except
by the previous speaker. It is rather strange that
we have had many speakers so far but very few
have mentioned these huge figures.

Sitting suspended from? 3.45 to 4.00 p.m.

Hon. H. W. GAYFER: We were told that the
amount of supply requested was based on the cost
of maintaining essential works and services and
that no provision has been made to satisfy the
introduction of any new programmes which may
be brought in with the 1985-86 Budget. One
would think that with an amount of that magni-
tude one would have no trouble at all in being able
to lop off a few dollars here and there and thereby
balance the Budget. Certainly the Government is
very proud of the fact that it seems it will achieve
a balanced Budget for 1985, and I suppose the
Government is to be commended for it.

On the other hand, the Minister who introduced
the Bill said that much of this income and the
means of balancing the Budget has been based on
current trends and more buoyant revenue collec-
tions, It it due mainly, of course, to the increased
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Westrail revenue which was brought about as a
result of an excellent wheat harvest.

In the next paragraph the Minister said
"Taxation receipts are also running slightly ahead
of the Budget estimate, a reflection of increased
economic activity in this State".

Last night I listened to. I think, five speakers on
this Supply Bill, every one of whom was a country
member. Not one of them talked about increased
economic activity in regard to the prosperity of his
own enterprise and the enterprises those members
represent; namely, the farming community. The
State Government is to be lauded for balancing its
Budget. As a member of Parliament, I am really
very surprised, yet grateful, that the Government
has been able to do this; but that does not mean to
say that there are many people out in "them thar
hills," as Mr Stretch said last night, who can bal-
ance their budgets.

While we are taking from one sector in order to
help another sector balance its books, I do not
know whether we are doing any good for the total
prosperity of the State. It is rather like the Minis-
ter's comments on introducing the Supply Bill. On
page 5 of his introductory notes the Minister
said-

Turning to the outlook for 1985-86 honour-
able members would be aware of the crucial
importance of Commonwealth-State financial
relations.

This State has a Supply Bill for $1.710 billion yet
worries about the impact of Commonwealth taxes
and Commonwealth handouts in regard to WA.
The Government looks ahead of itself but it fails
to look behind itself and to see those people who
cannot balance their own budgets. The Minister
for Budget Management mentioned in his second
reading speech that the history of the tax sharing
arrangement was that despite promises of a
guaranteed share of Commonwealth tuxing rev-
enues the Commonwealth has in the past imposed
unilateral decisions which have restricted the
growth of funding to the States to a level beyond
the corresponding growth of the Commonwealth's
own expenditure. Those are sad words indeed. It is
very sad to think that we in WA who are so
dependent on finance because of the size of our
State, must rely on the Government's cap-in-hand
attitude in crawling to the Commonwealth
Government, and that is what we are doing at all
times. We are literally crawling on our stomachs
to Canberra looking for handouts for this State,
handouts which should be axiomatic within a lev-
elling process, and not handouts which are filched
or taken away from us resulting in our having to

plead to get them back so that we can use them.
The drastic measures that were taken at the time
of war when all our taxing rights were handed
over to the Commonwealth, and the more drastic
move that the Commonwealth Government made
by never handing them back, were crippling for
WA.

Hon. Garry Kelly: You cannot be serious.
Hon. H. W. GAYFER: I am serious, and I am

quite convinced of another thing. What is wrong
with Australia is that the Nullarbor Plain should
be larger so that-as the people in the east believe
we are, anyway-we can be totally divorced in
every aspect from people in the Eastern States.

The wealth of this State-this third of
Australia-is being bled for the welfare of the
Eastern States and other dependent States such as
Tasmania. The 85 per cent of population who live
below that line between Brisbane and Adelaide
could not give a damn about Western Australia;
they do not know it exists. The 85 per cent of
politicians in that area are not interested one iota
in the welfare of this third of Australia. The 14
politicians who live within sight of the Sydney
Town Hall would not even think about Western
Australia once a year. How in the name of good-
ness could any Premier, Mr Burke or any other, go
over there and expect to get a sympathetic hear-
Ing.

They could not even build Canberra away from
the sound of the Bow bells in Sydney and
Melbourne. King O'Malley should have built it at
Ayers Rock. That would have been a sensible ex-
ercise. If he had put Lake Burley Griffin there
something would have been accomplished.

We are looking at a Budget of $1 700 million.
The Minister said in his speech that we cannot
possibly exist without more, yet we have no way of
getting it without resorting to other taxes which he
says are harder to find as the years go on. That is
true; I have referred to the chimney tax which
applied in other times in England. It would not
surprise me if that is the next tax to be introduced
in this State.

We must exist. We have got to the stage
where our wealth, the size of our industry, the fact
that we produced the largest wheat crop last year
and the largest amount of iron ore is exported
from this State indicate what a great State West-
ern Australia is. We should be doing a "Bjelke-
Petersen" and telling the Commonwealth Govern-
ment to go to hell.

We should be telling it we can stand on our own
feet and we do not need the imbalance of trade
across our borders which favours the Eastern
States. We can set ourselves up here so that they
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have to pay for the privilege of coming to Western
Australia.

I know I am talking secession and that it is
against the Commonwealth Constitution,' but
things have reached the stage where it is an absol-
ute rort. It will not be long before we have to go to
the Commonwealth to find out whether we can
transport anything out of this State, whether by
rail Or otherwvise. I would not be surprised if we
suddenly had to hand over control of transport.
The Commonwealth already controls the road
system; the next step will be toll systems on some
of the roads.

The whole thing is mind-boggling. We are fast
losing our grip and control on this glorious State:
it has been sliding slowly out of our hands, par-
ticularly in the last few years. It is a terrible thing
to say, but I am tied up in businesses where I see
more and more control being imposed from
Melbourne. I can see the other States looking at
each other and ganging up on Western Australia.
Mr Wordsworth does not believe me.

Hon. D. J. Wordsworth: I liked the way you
pronounced "Western Australia".

Hon. H. W. GAYFER: It is correct; it is the
western third of Australia.

The Government has introduced this Bill and
says willy-nilly it is doing a good job and that it
expects to balance the Budget this year. It has
been helped in that respect by farmers paying out
more money for freight. The Government says it
would like to do more but it needs more money
from Federal taxes. It then goes on to say it will
have to raise more money here later in the year
but it does not know where it will rip it off. It
intends to do so. however, and to continue to bal-
ance the Budget.

This has been going on for a fair time-in my
memory from the $80-million Supply Bill in 1959 ,
until now when we are dealing with a Bill involv-
ing an amount 20 times that size. The previ ous
speaker referred to Supply Bills from 1971 to this
year. The money machine that is needed to keep
this State going is beyond the control of Western
Australia. We are becoming a glorious shire coun-
cil, nothing else, dependent on the handout of the
Commonwealth and the actions of people who are
supposedly meant to represent us. Yet when they
get to the Commonwealth sphere in Canberra they
forget the State from whence they came. Those
arc shocking words to say, and no doubt Mr
Moore does not believe me.

Hon. N. F. Moore: I agree with you en-
tirely-QO per cn.

Hon. H. W. GAYFER: It is very true in re-
lation to the supplications I have made to Federal

politicians to do something. The member would
find out if he wrote himself that it is almost an
effort on their part to write back to anybody in
Western Australia. It is difficult to get one's point
of view put over.

Western Australia is a lot bigger now than it
was in 1959 when the population was about
600 000. We are now clocking up 1.4 million
people, maybe more; I do not know. It is 21/ times
the number of people we had in 1959, just 25 years
ago. Are we going to allow ourselves to continue to
go cap-in-hand to the Federal authorities and
come back and say, "We did all right this time; we
expected worse", as Premier Burke said; "You will
have to take a tax cut; we agreed with that. It is
part of preserving the total economy of the
country"?

Why the hell can we not make the decisions
ourselves? We are big enough; we are as big as
India. We have enough people-I .4 million of
them. Our products are good enough. There is
nothing to stop us going it alone. I honestly believe
that in the future we will have to look at this
question as politicians. We will have to take a
long, hard look at the possibility and the feasibility
of this State's breaking away and going it alone.

I was never a secessionist until the last few
years, but it is getting so that the odds are stacked
against us. I firmly believe we should have an
inquiry of some sort to see where this State should
go. Look at Queensland! We all know in our
hearts that the strength of its Premier-whether
one likes him or not-lies in his determination to
get things done for Queensland.

Hon. Peter Dowding: Unemployment is higher
there than anywhere else.

Hon. H. W. GAYFER: The Minister should go
to Queensland and find out what the people there
think. I was there last weekend on the eve of the
strike, and I heard what they had to say. I will not
go into that now, but it is about time we had
somebody with an equal amount of guts to get up
as a Western Australian and put the same points
of view. That is what I am driving at. It does not
mean to say that I approve of everything Mr
Bjelke-Petersen does, but I believe it is about time
we had a statesman in control here.

Hon. Kay Hallahan: That is what we have.

Hon. H. W. GAYFER: The member should
know that if we had a statesman he would not
come back from Canberra saying. "We did the
best we could; we have had to take a cut in the
money we get from taxes: I can understand what it
is all about'. That is what the Premier said-am I
right. Mr Pendal?
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Hon. P.CG. Pendal: You are right Mr Gayfer.

Several members interjected.

Hon. H. W. GAYFER: If I can get a word in
edgeways. I would like to leave that thought with
the members in this Chamber. The time is fast
approaching when we will have to look collectively
at this problem-the problem of a lack of funds
for our huge enterprises, and the fact that we are
virtually a remote village 2 500 miles away from
the centre of activity. That is the great problem
that we will have until we can collectively race up
to it. People have gone away on a constitutional
discussion or whatever it is-a war committee. It
will just be a lively tgle-2i-16e. We preserve the
planks of Parkes or Deakin, whoever put those
planks in; but we skate around the edge, we shake
each other's hands, have a good fortnight, and
come back again, but this does not recognise the
fact that the fundamental problems of Western
Australia and Queensland are exactly the
samec-we are a forgotten entity as far as 85 per
cent of the population of Australia is concerned.

I have in my electorate certain problems that
started about 1959 and continued through success-
ive Governments. These problems were associated
with a limited expenditure of $80 million in supply
then, and are still unresolved when supply is now
20 times that amount.

I refer in the first instance to the new York
High School. It was moved to where it is now in
the days of my predecessor-Jimmy Mann-in
1959. sonic two or three years before I came into
this House. The buildings that were promised then
are still prefabricated dwellings without any air-
conditioning, with ceiling fans, in one of the
hottest atmospheres in those York hills that can
ever be experienced. One has to look at the overall
welfare of the children. I have taken this matter
up with the member For the district, the Minister
for Works, and he has informned me that they are
working hard on doing something for York. In the
file in front of me I have at least I50 letters from
York people. As an example. one reads as fol-
lows--

As a parent of children at the York District
High School I find the conditions under
which the children have to work are intoler-
able. Our children have put up with these
conditions for three years. believing that new
classrooms would be built very soon.

We fcel we have waited long enough and
wish our school to be given priority for
Funding in 1985-86 budget and new class-
rooms% to be built during 1986.

I would like to impress upon you that I feel
very strongly on this issue and anxiously
await your reply.

Their sentiments cannot be voiced to me any
louder than that. I have received such letters over
the last 24 years and have been trying to get
something done during that time. In fact, tonight I
received a tclegram from the seceretary of the York
P & C which reads as follows-

York parents request higher priority listing
for the construction of brick and tile class-
rooms at York secondary site.

There is very little I can do about it personally. I
can stand here and put the ease forward in this
place and supply the innumerable letters that 1
have written Over the years. I can take some of the
blame as well, because we were in Government
ourselves during that period. When we were in
Government the Opposition members of the day
thought the ease was as strong as I believe it was
then and is now.

Ifr beca use of budgeta ry considerat ions we ca n-
not possibly get some form of relief immediately
for the summier and winter conditions that the
children are experiencing in those prefabricated
installations, why then can we not have air-con-
ditioning. installed'? With regard to the question of
air-conditioning, I asked a question of Hon. Peter
Dowding, representing the Minister for Education.
I asked him what is the Education Department 's
policy with regard to the installation of air-
conditioners in Government schools. I wanted to
know exactly what the overall policy was. Hon.
Peter Dowding gave an answer that is not very
easy for everybody to understand! I will read it
and let the members listen again to the answer he
gave, which was as follows-

The policy of the Education Department in
respect of the provision of air-conditioning in
Government schools has been formulated in
terms of data provided by the Commonwealth
Bureau of Meteorology.

Priorities have been established in accord-
ance with the data pTovided with respect to
the relative strain index, which provides a
means of assessing climate in terms of strain
imposed on man. A relative index of 0.3 indi-
cates the level of human discomfort at which
air-conditioning is desirable.

Schools in areas where the relative strain
index exceeds 0.3 for 50 days, or 25 per cent
of the school year have highest priority for
air-conditioning, whilst a lower priority has
been established for those schools in areas
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where the strain index exceeds 0.3 for 25 days
per year.

The York P & C had a little trouble understand-
ing that. It was a very good ministerial answer
from the Minister, I must admit. They could not
understand why. 40 miles to the south, the school
at Dale is air-conditioned and why, 100 miles to
the east, the school at Beneubbin is air-con-
ditioned. Now, everybody is looking for the rela-
tive strain to see whether it is comparable with
schools around the corner or around the bend or
somewhere else.

In answer to anotiher question the Minister said
on 09 February 198$-

I am conscious of the stressful situation in
many classrooms throughout the State,
caused by the current lengthy period of very
hiot weather. Indeed, arrangements have been
made so that parents may keep children at
homie if the temperature is expected to exceed
409C.

In other words. "As the children get hotter, to hell
with the schooling, we are not going to put in air-
conditioning". Up to 150 kids can be sent home
every time the tcmperature reaches 40 degrees. I
think they should go home at that point 100, be-
cause when it reaches 37.8 degrees in Perth our
friends, the waterside workers at Fremantle, go
home. I think the children and the teachers should
go home when the temperature reaches 40 de-
grees; but I rail to see why we do not have air-
conditioning in places where such temperatures
are commonl

The Minister went on to say that the temporary
classroomso concerned are equipped with fans,
although during such hot weather their effect Can-
not be great. I think that was quite an understate-
ment. when I look at all these letters that have
been sent to me.

He then said that no permanent buildings are
scheduled for York. That is a repetition of the sad
story that has been told for 25 years. He said also
that due consideration will be given to the needs of
that school during preparation of future Budgets.

I have been told that this financial year we will
receive supply of 5 1.7 billion. That is. a huge in-
crease from S80 million in 1959 when this school
was built. We were short of funds then and we are
short of funds now. I guess that works are being
carried out in the city areas and little is being done
in my area.

The Minister went on to say that while it may
seem desirable to solve the problem of hot class-
roomns by providing air-conditioning, it should be
remembered that that would be a very Costly exer-

cisc both in initial and running costs. He said also
that the spell of hot weather was most unusual.
We have gone over and over the same thing over
the years. What the Minister meant to Say was
that there are no plans for a new school and fur
permanent, decent, insulated classrooms. The
school has the same fans as are used in this
Chamber and those kids will have to swelter in
that oppressive heat for the rest of time. Why are
better answers not given to me when I ask those
questions so that parents can at least hope that
something will be done to provide decent class-
rooms in York?

Equally worrying to me. I believe, is the situ-
ation of the 170 community kindergartens
throughout this State. Mr MacKinnon had much
to do With the pre-school centres. Unfortunately,
he was not able to carry his initiatives through to
fruition. Promises were made by the Government
that consideration would be given to the kinder-
garten system in this State. The Beazicy report
Stated that there should be a much greater conm-
munity involvement at all levels of education and
that that involvement should be encouraged by all
Governments.

The tardiness in implementing Labor policy has
created a genuine concern for the parents. I be-
lieve that the concerns of these parents are: The
lack of advisory support staff in education. the
financial hardship that these parents have to
bridge:, the uncertainty about staffing: the
continued Education Department policy which al-
lows pre-primary enrolments to affect the classifi-
cation of local priniary schools which in turn puts
pressure on parents to transfer their community
kindergartens to the pre-primary system; and div-
ided communities deciding the future of their kin-
derga rtens.

The concerns of the 170 kindergartens through-
out this State are very real. If the Governnient,
prior to the election, promised Certain things-
it should implement those policies. It should not
fob off those people who genuinely believed that
relief was around the corner. It should not defer
Mr Beazley's recommendation that certain ser-
vices need to be stabilised and secured. Where a
community sees a need the role of kindergartens
should be extended to serve the needs of that com-
munity. I believe something should be done
immediately.

While I am on the subject of schools. I would
like to tackle yet another great concern of country
people: The subsidy payable to parents who send
their children to high school hostels in country
areas. In the main I refer to St. Michaels in
Merredin and the hostel at Narrogin. I will not
repeat the myriad figures that can be obtained by
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anybody who cares to search through Hansard
except to say that the fee imposed on parents who
send their children to these hostels has increased
from $700 which was payable in the First term of
1982 to Si 050 in the first term of 1985. That is a
50 per cent increase over a Four-year period and it
works out at an average of 12.5 per cent per an-
num.

The people who use that facility are the very
people mentioned by many members who spoke
last night on the Supply Bill. Their business
enterprises are going down the gurgler at the rate
of 13 per cent a year behind costs, There has now
been this 12.5 per cent admitted increase in board-
ing fees at these schools. The difference is about
25 per cent in real money terms. Something has to
be done, those kids have to attend school. The law
demands that they be educated to a certain age
and the law stales that, given equal opportunity.
they arc entitled to the same education as their
city cousins. Yet parents cannot drive 200, 300, or
400 kilometres to school every morning and back
every night. Children have to attend cheap board-
ing schools so that they can receive an education
which is not provided by the schools in the areas in
which their families live. It is high time that an
investigation was carried out into this very serious
problem.

A suggestion has been made that the staff at
these country high school hostels should be paid
by the Government. At the moment they are paid
by the hostels which, in turn, set the fees to cover
that cost. I believe that the staff have as much
right to be accepted as a Government responsi-
bility as do the advisers employed by the Govern-
ment. The advisers are of no real benefit and do
not advantage the people living in the country
arcas.

I believe that the hostels authority is very con-
cerned about this matter. The fact is that kids will
have to leave school: there is nothing else they can
do. Parents cannot afford to send them to these
schools. The people who will suffer are the poor
parents living in the agricultural areas of this
State and their children. It is a very sad state to
see something like this happening today. This situ-
ation would not be tolerated in the city.

I do not believe the people in the city would
tolerate it, but [he parents in the bush are
expected to send their children to school and if
they do not they can expect a visit from the truant
offlcr-t hat is what he was called in my day, I do
not know what he is called today.

Hon. John Williams: He is called a welfare
officer.

Hon. H-. W. GAYFER: The parent will say,
"I have no bloody money and that is that". It is as
simple as that and it is a sorry state of affairs that
exists in the country at the present time.

Last night we heard members talk about the
direct impact of problems on people in the
country, but I am referring today to the direct
impact of problems on the children in the country.
Surely they should not suffer and go back to the
conditions that prevailed in the 1930s.

I appeal to the Government to investigate this
matter. I rit cannot do anything for the farmers let
us see whether, with a little bit of careful plan-
ning. it can do something for the children which
will enable them to have a decent standard of
education.

Finally, I must express my deep concern over
the proposition to introduce fat-tailed sheep into
Western Australia. I do not know if members are
familiar with the story, but I note by the smile on
the faces of members that for me to jump from the
subject of schools to the subject of fat-tailed sheep
is somewhat hilarious, 1 will not explain in detail
what fat-tailed sheep are. Briefly, they are a very
edible type of sheep which is suitable for Arab
markets. The sheep has a big fat, round tail which
is a highly desirable part of the sheep's anatomy as
far as the Arabs are concerned. Members are
aware that the merino sheep are very successful
for Western Australian farmers and if the fat-
tailed sheep are brought into Western Australia
and are allowed to mate with existing merino
flocks I forecast that it will not be many years
before our fine merino bright white wool which is
sought after around the world will become a thing
of the past. The fat-tailed sheep has a colour that
cannot be taken out of the fibre as far as weaving
is concerned.

Australia exports between $6 million and Si
million worth of merino wool each year. I under-
stand that as far as merino meat is concerned the
Arabs consider it to be at the bottom of the list.

If we introduce the fat-tailed sheep through the
importation of embryos there could be a decline in
the country's white wool industry because of the
colour fibre of those sheep.

Over the years when the price farmers received
for their wool was high enough to enable them to
employ labour they could cull their flocks very
easily. It was done as a normal course of hus-
bandry. A farmer would either drove his sheep on
horseback or would walk behind them with his dog
and if he saw a sheep with black feet or a black
nose it was pulled out of the flock and ear-mnarked.

Australia's wool market is something which
should be treasured and it was almost lost in 1950
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when wool became 91 a pound. At the time
farmers said they would not pay any more than 50
guineas for a ram. They said. "What is the good of
paying more? As long as they have the necessary
attachments it does not matter. As long as they
mate and we get lambs it will be all right". During
that period the classification of wool and flocks
deteriora ted.

With the accent on grain there has been an
equal disregard for the Australian merino flock. It
would be a pity if their fleeces were further con-
taminated with the colour fibre of the rat-tailed
lambs should they be introduced into Australia. If
this occurs we will have a sorry and sick wool
market in the future.

I do not know who is behind the introduction of
these fat-tailed sheep but I have received several
letters on the subject. I do not know whether the
project is being introduced by the Department of
Agriculture, but regardless of who is responsible
the Government must look at the situation with an
eye on the future of the industry.

I make no apologies for having exceeded the
time for which a number of members said that I
was allowed to speak. I believe there are a number
of speakers to follow me and if the House is to sit
until midnight tonight I believe we have that re-
sponsibility.

I thank the House for its tolerance in listening
to my speech and I hope that some of the points I
have made will at least be investigated in the
interests of the people I represent.

HON. KAY HALLAHAN (South-East Metro-
politan) [4.48 p.m.]: The reason I take this oppor-
tunity to speak to members in the House is the
result of the attack by Hon. Colin Bell today on
the Federal member for Brand, Wendy Fatin. In
his address he did admit that some of the problems
that beset the dairy industry can be attributed to
the past Liberal Governments, and it is quite clear
that the Premier of this State and the Minister for
Agriculture have made very significant -represen-
tat ions on behalf of that industry.

It would seem to me that if we have industries
that are experiencing troubled times their interest
would be best served by members who are pre-
pared to discuss across party lines what might be
the resolutions to those problems. While we might
accept in this House that that section of the speech
by Hon. Colin Bell was politically expedient, quite
frankly I believe that he is a poor advocate for the
industry. He said that he had been at one time a
representative and leader of the industry in WA,
and indeed I understood him to say that he had
the credentials to speak on this matter. It
disturbed me that a person with his experience and

alleged concern would slip into a Federal member
who represented the constituency about which he
was speaking.

After his speech I telephoned Wendy Fatin and
it was clear to me that the point he was putting
was spurious.

Several members interjected.
Hon. KAY HALLAHAN: After all Wendy

Fatin is representing the interests of her electorate
in a very effective way at a national level.

I f H on. Colhn Bell woulId stop a ttacki ng h is Fed-
eral counterpart and get down to personal com-
munication with that person he might find he
would achieve more by that than by the use of the
methods he now uses in resorting only to criticism
of the member in the local Press.

Hon. C. J. Bell: Do you mean to say that she
does not have any ability to communicate with
Me?.

Hon. KAY H-ALLAHAN: I would just like to
make clear in the record of this House that Wendy
Fatin, the member for Brand, is strongly con-
cerned about the constituents in her seat. She rep-
resents them in a very effective and thorough way
at the Federal level. I reject the comments made
by Hon. Colin Bell in this House.

HON. P. H. WELLS (North Metropolitan)
[4.51 p.m.]: Mr President-

Hon. Peter Dowding: That's eight minutes, Mr
Wells, you promised.

Hon, J. M. Berinson: This will be t he exception
that proves the rule.

Hon. D. K. Dans: I take Mr Gayfer's point. If
you have to be here till two or three in the morn-
ing, so be it.

The PRESIDENT: Order!
Hon. P. H. WELLS: The interjections that we

get are interesting. I rise to support the Bill. I am
anxious that funds be provided for a wide range of
areas where funds are necessary.

I draw the attention of the House and the
Government to a couple of important issues that I
think should be seriously considered. The first re-
lates to the Police Force in our State. For each
man out on the beat there is probably a back-up
staff of five. Therefore, if we say that we are to
increase the Police Force by 100, 200, or 300, it
does not mean that th~it number of police will be
out front. We need to be extremely conscious of
the present system which very often ties down
policemen to duties that take them away from the
public.

I suggest that the Police Force, or its methods.
should be streamlined. I will give an illustration.I
do not have exact knowledge with respect to my
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statement, but the Government can soon check it
out. I have heard that on some evenings one police
car does duty south of the rivcr and one north of
the river. That patrol ear is on call for any of the
incidental happenings in its area. Let us suppose
that a patrol ear apprehends a drunken driver who
must be taken to the police lockup. That exercise
takes the patrol ear off the road for some hours. I
suspect that if another incident occurred in its
area. the car in the other area would have to leave
its area uncovered for sonic hours to attend to that
matter. In other words, if the car south of the river
was attending to a matter which necessitated its
leaving the southern area unattended, the car
north of the river would have to attend to any
other incident south of the river, thus leaving its
area uncovered. Taking a drunken driver to the
lockup necessitiates aittent ion to a number of duties
and iherefore much time.

That is Only One example that could be given. I
understand that a whole range of such niatters
need streamlining. The present Commissioner of
Police could well be the person to bring forward
that streamlining. It appears that he would need to
examine computerisatlion and many other backup
facilities to make our Police Force more effective.
It is an important area io consider, because we are
not getting the best out of our trained people if the
system bogs theni down in detail.

Another thing to remember is that if a person
pleads not guilty, to a charge. a policenian can be
tied up for two days in connection with the court
case and its preparation. I suggest that those in
authority look at whether there is sonic way of
streamlining that method.

I draw the Government's attention to one other
area. I believe there should be some extension of
"Operation Noath" which has been used success-
fully, in other States. It has recently been
announced that it will be used by this Govern-
ment, It consists of at promotionat campaign
designed to get callers to ring in to give infor-
mation -about drug offences. I support the
proposition. which is a good one.

Victoria and New South Wales have had 12-
hour phone-ins, in conjunction with the police, and
have been able to uncover many people involved in
drug offences. That type of exercise, which makes
the public more aware, should be extended into
other arcas of crime. Just as at store could have a
sales promotion to promote awareness of its goods
to make the public niore aware of what it is selling
and to make uts staff more efficient, we could have
promotional awareness campaigns against break-
ins in our State. Recent figures for both north and
south of the river which have been presented in
this Parliament show break-ins, occurring in in-

creasing numbers. In New South WVales a smiall
programme called "Crime Stop" encourages
people to phone in their suspicions. It had sonic
promotion. With the readiness of the Press to pro-
vide the Government with a high prorile. there
could be special promotional campaigns to make
the public more aware of means of communi-
cation.

I suggest that in many eases the public do not
know what to do. Only today I heard of an inci-
dent in which a person had rented out his house.
After somec months his next door neighbour
noticed all the furniture being put in a furniture
van. When the owner of the house canie back
three months later he found that not at stick of
furniture was left in his house. The whole lot had
been cleaned out. Afterwards the man's next door
neighbour said that he thought it seemed a bit
funny that the furniture was being put into the
van. That sort of suspicion could be raised over the
telephone and could be checked out by the police.
who could well have apprehended the criminal.
Certainly, the next door neighbour would have
been a friend for life and the owner would not
have lost the furniture.

On a broad range of matters, people do not
know what to do if they are aware of suspicious
circumstances. Promotional awareness campaigns
could overcome this problem. Every Easter and at
other times we have a campaign for safety on the
roads. We educate people With respect to seat belts
and the like. Why then can we not do it with
respect to crime detection and crimec prevention?
The Government. without any major increase in
cost, could well improve communications between
the public and the police. The police would have
the ability to act on a number of suspicions: more
importantly, the public would know what to do.
Such at campaign could be combined with the
present Government's extension of the
"Neighbourhood Watch" system which originated
in Anierica and has units in New Zealand. It was
commenced by the Liberal Government in
Bunbury and extended by this Government to
Geraldton and East Fremantle; Albany is just
about to move into the "Neighbourhood Wlatch"
scheme. It is a scheme by which neighbours look
after each other and watch the houses of people in
their absence. I believe it is a good scheme, but it
is not enough. The Government hats the oppor-
tunity to put together proper promotions. The me-
dia would be readily available. The Government
hats no trouble in organising ai campaign for safety
on the roads over Easter. For example, it has
blitzes on seat belts and speeding. It now has the
glorious opportunity, in conjunction with the me-
dia, to put together a crime awareness promotion.
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The public would be made aware and we would
benefit because our city and our homes would be
better protected.

We should examine the possibility of police
courtesy squads. We should not always book
motorists. Certain offences could be handled by
courtesy squads which are used by other States.
Police with loudspeakers just prompt erring
motorists, particularly on the freeways, It could
well be that motorists need their attention drawn
to certain matters, rather than being charged and
fined.

We are fortunate that we have police officers
who are dedicated to their work. If we undertake
the sort of approaches I have suggested, we need
to make certain that the Police Force has the
capability to follow up those inquiries. It is no
good having a promotion that brings in 300 or 400
phone calls providing information if we have not
the resources to follow up that information. For
example. in the Eastern States "Operation Noah",
I 200 phone calls were received in 1 2 hours, lead-
ing to 289 arrests. If we had such a deluge of'
information, we would not have the resources to
follow it up.

I believe there is a need for the Government, in
conjunction with the police, to sit down and work
out somne specific areas of benefit to the police and
to the community.

The move by the fast food outlet, McDonalds,
in making a contribution of something like
$40 000 to sponsor the safe house scheme
operating in a number of schools in my electorate
should be applauded. I have sought to support its
establishment in terms of helping to make it safe
for children by providing homes where people are
willing to act in the case of a child's being
accosted or met by some stranger in the street.
The programme consists of educating the children
not to respond to strangers. and also providing
them with the knowledge that the yellow sticker
identifies the homes where they can get help. This
is a programme which is worth supporting. It is
one of those programmes which identifies the
people concerned.

[Questions taken]1
I congratulate McDonald's Family Restaurants

on its contribution to the safe house scheme. I
refer to an article which appeared in the Sunday
Times of 21 April last under the heading "Big
Mac saves safety houses". The article reads, in
part, as follows-

A fast food chain has stepped in to prevent
the collapse of WA's Safety House scheme
for children under threat.

Members would be aware that the letterboxes of
houses involved in the safety house scheme are
marked with a yellow sticker in order that children
may identify them. The people who live in those
houses are classified as being suitable to help
young people who find themselves in difficulties.

The community should be grateful to
McDonalds. for the way in which it has comec to
the aid of the safety house scheme which faced the
possibility of collapse.

The Minister has indicated that the Govern-
ment is considering introducing legislation to con-
trol the distribution of junk mail. I am concerned
that such legislation will result in Australia Post
becoming the sole distributor of junk mail in
Western Australia.

I refer members to an article which appeared in
The Age of 13 April last under the heading
"'Junk mail' means profit for all, says eager
Australia Post" and which was written by
Margaret Simons, the consumer affairs reporter.
The first paragraph of the article reads as fol-
lows-

Australia Post is encouraging "junk mail"
by persuading organisations to sell their lists
of subscribers to mail advertisers.

A further paragraph reads as follows-

The manager of promotion and marketing
for Australia Post, Mr Russell Hick, said
Australia Post wanted to encourage direct
marketing because it helped to cover the cost
of maintaining the postal service.

It is possible that legislation in this area could
promote the activities of Australia Post despite the
fact that direct marketing of that nature is very
costly. An expensive method of handling junk mail
would be to place it in an envelope and charge a
fee for its distribution. Such a practice would add
to the cost of distribution of the goods being sold.

If the Government is considering legislating in
that area, it should bear in mind that Australia
Post does not pay for the letterbox one places at
the front of one's house and people have a right to
decide what is put in their letterboxes. It would be
bad legislation if it protected a Government mon-
opoly and resulted in Australia Post reaping a
profit.

The other issue to which I draw the attention of
the House is my belief that the Government
should introduce adoption legislation. I do not in-
tend to go into a complete debate on this issue, but
I make the point that we do seem to be in an age
where legislation has a domino effet-one State
establishes a piece of legislation, we watch to see
how it works, and then follow suit after that initial
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breathing space. I willI quote from an article which
appeared in The Age under the heading "Search
for 60000 adoptees". The article concerns the
Victorian legislation. and I quote as follows-

The legislation gives adopted people over
I8 access to their birth certificates and any
identifying information held by the agency
which handled the original adoption.

I believe that if the Government is considering
moving in a similar direction it should seriously
consider taking the responsibility from the Depart-
ment of Community Welfare and transferring it to
the Attorney General's department. In this in-
stance we are not talking about children being
adopted. but about adults wanting information.
The registration being talked about comes within
the responsibility of the Attorney General's de-
partment. so there is some strong reason to sup-
port such a transfer to his department. I say this
without intending any slur on the Department of
Community Welfare, as in this case we are not
dealing with children but with the registration of
adults.

I turn now to schools and I have two concerns to
raise. The first involves the latest high school to
open in my area: namely, the Woodvale High
School. I visited the school this week and I was
pleased to see the great changes which have come
about thanks to the money the Government has
expended. Mind you, Mr Deputy President (Hon.
John Williams). no sign can be seen to tell anyone
that it is a high school. What is more, if a builder
erects a house in my electorate he is required to
place a sign at the front giving his name and his
builder's licence number. If we walk around the
city and conic across a building being erected we
always see a notice telling us the name of the
architect, the project engineer, the builder, and a
whole range of other people involved. For somec
reason apparently the Government did not want
anyone to know that the Woodvale High School
was being built. Unlike other Government projects
such as. for instance, bicentennial road projects,
no sign was placed in front of the Woodvale High
School development.

A part of the development of new high schools is
that new roads are often required, and these roads
are the responsibility of local government. Some-
times the Government moves ahead too quickly
with a project and the local council is not able to
keep pace and have the roads built in time for the
school's opening.

In this case the roads adjacent to the Woodvale
High School are certainly in a dangerous con-
dition. I sawv children on their bicycles riding on
the soft edges of the uncompleted roads and facing

the danger of overturning their bikes and having
an accident. Cars leaving the school and travelling
on the temporary roads often spin their wheels, If
a child were riding past a car which spun its
wheels there could well be an accident.

I accept that there is a lot of pressure on local
governments to fix up these roads, but
unfortunately the Government sometimes moves
too far ahead with its project. Discussion needs to
take place with the local council concerned and
possibly sonic consideration should be given by the
Government to its taking the initiative by provid-
ing a temporary advance of moneys to ensure the
roads are constructed in time.

I turn now to comment on the l-eathridge Pri-
mary School, which was designed well before the
present Government came to office. Its situation
indicates that planners decide on a block of land
without always inspectng the site. The school
needs a playing area, and although there is free
land adjacent to it, it is quite hilly. On a plan the
area might look to be suitable for a playing area,
but in fact it is not. The population in the area is
increasing and the school is bursting at the seains,
yet it has only a small recreation area. It needs an
oval for the children. A council reserve is adjacent,
but again it happens to be a hilly area which the
council may take some time to develop. This prob-
lemn could have been alvoded had there been somew
forward planning and discussions with the council.
This might then have assured that proper playing
fields were provided for the many children at the
school.

My last subject concerns bicycles and the
Government's move to have large numbers of
cycleways constructed around the metropolitan
area. This is a good move, although I do not be-
lieve it is necessarily the best and it may not pro-
vide people who want to travel to work on their
bicycles with the best means of doing so.

In recent times major roads have been built
wvith shoulders so that motorists who are in diffi-
culty can pull over into these shoulders and not
affect the main flow of traffic. The Government
has made some moves to have these shoulders used
by cyclists. This makes sense because it takes cyc-
lists ou t of t he mai nst reami of t ra ffic.

I am told that the cost of constructing a road
with a shoulder is approximately the same as the
cost of constructing a road which is curbed on
both sides. The Government would therefore do
well to encourage local government councils to
develop more roads with shoulders along main
routes and ensure that they are suitable for eve-
lists wanting to commute between home and the
office. The reason that many people do not ride

2448



[Wednesday, 24 April 1985]144

their bicycles is that it is rather hazardous to do so
on our roads. Most motorists do not have any idea
how to handle people on bicycles and in fact create
a danger when passing them, at times cormi.ng ex-
tremely close to the cyclists. By the same token
some cyclists need to be educated in riding in
traffic.

If there were to be a greater number of
shouldered roads constructed rather than curbed
roads, we could have more major routes suitable
for cyclists to ride to work. The construction of
shoulders would encourage cyclists to travel to
work on their bikes. This would be preferable to
constructing merely recreational cycleways, or
cycleways for children going to and from school
for instance. The Government should consider en-
couraging such a move and ensuring that planning
for the shoulders is carried out in the early stages.

I support the Bill.

HON. 1. G. PRATT (Lower West) [5.28 p.m.]:
I will speak briefly in this debate to reply to a very
unfortunate speech made this afternoon by Hon.
Kay Hallahan.

Hon. Peter Dowding: It was an excellent
speech-witty, pithy, and to the point.

Hon. 1. G. PRATT: The more the Minister
makes those sorts of comments the more inclined I
would be to spread his comments right throughout
my electorate.

Unfortunately, Hon. Kay Hallahan is not in the
Chamber, and I understand that all members have
commitments which take them from the Chamber
at times.

I make it clear at the outset that there is defi-
nitely no person in this Parliament, and probably
no person in the Federal Parliament or in Western
Australia with a greater knowledge of the dairy
industry than Hon. Colin Belt. His knowledge
comecs from a lifetime of involvement in the indus-
try. through his family, through his personal in-
volvement in two States in the ownership of dairy
properties, and through his services to the dairy
industry at the highest possible level. When he
speaks in Support Of the Western Australian dairy
industry he does so with authority.

He has been good enough to give me some of
the speech notes he used for his speech earlier
today and I shall quote one paragraph or them.
Referring to members of the Government his notes
say-

I urge members to obtain the facts from
the Premier and the Minister for Agriculture.
because in recent weeks they have supported
the Western Australian dairy industry and I
applaud them for that. It has taken a while

for that to occur, but the Premier and the
Minister for Agriculture have adopted that
excellent position and I applaud them for it,

May he well do so. because the Commonwealth
policy on this matter will be disastrous for West-
ern Australia.

I heard members of the Government interject
on the honourable member to say that the present
Minister for Primary Industry (Mr Kerin) is well
respected by the farming industry.

Last wveek I was in Tasmania and the news-
papers and television coverage in that State
showed how much respect the Tasmanian farmers
had for the Federal Minister-they rioted when he
was in Tasmania! When he left Tasmania he
returned to Victoria and the same thing
happened-hardly the sort of recognition a well-
loved Minister for Agriculture would receive!

It would appear almost as if Hon. Kay
Hallahan was supporting Mrs Fatin because she is
a woman: there seems to be very little other reason
for a member to stand in a I-ouse of the Western
Australian Parliament and support a person who
supports a policy which will bring disaster to a
large and very important industry in this State.

Hon. Lyla Elliott: It is very unfair to attack a
person who is not present and is unable to defend
herself.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT (Hon. John
Williams): Order!

Hon. 1. C. PRATT: That is not my fault. I am a
member of this House and I take my right to
speak.

H-on. Lyla Elliott: I am not talking about
Wendy Fatin defending herself. It was unfair of
M r Bell to attack someone who was not present to
defend herself.

Hon. 1. G. PRATT: I know it is against the
Standing Orders to make comments across the
floor like that. Mr Deputy President. but I
thought it was very important that I pause and
allow the honourable member to make her point. I
also advise her to listen to the ABC and to hear
the sort of comments made by Government mem-
bers and the Minister in the Federal Parliament
concerning members or State Parliament. Then
perhaps she would not reel it tvas so unfair for a
State member to stand in this House and defend
our State and one of our important industries
against the comments of a Federal meniber or
Parliament, because she knows as well as I do that
Mrs Fatin cannot be in this House to answver the
allegations. nor can Hon. Colin Bell be in the
Federal Parliament to make his comments. I-Io.
Colin Bell makes his comments in this Parliament
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and Mrs Fatin makes hers in the Federal Parlia-
ment. It is a shame that when the honourable
member chase to stand and speak on tbis subject,
being a member. mind you, who, along with Hon.
Robert Hetherington, represents a province in
which dairy farming is conducted-perhaps they
a re not awa re of its existence, bu t I a m-

Hon. Peter Dowding: You should have told Mr
BeIl He said he was the only one who had been-

Hon. 1. G. PRATT: He did not say that. The
Minister is on one of his nonsense trips again.

Hon. Peter Dowding: He did. You should have
listened to him.

Hon. 1. G. PRATT: Hon. C. J. Bell referred to
members of Federal Parliament.

Hon. Tom Stcphens: You got that wrong.

H-on. Peter IDowding: You got that wrong too.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT (Hon. John
Williams): We will get closer to 2.00 am. if the
interject ions do not cease.

Hion. I. 0. PRATT: The honourable member
referred to members of Federal Parlia-
rnen;-Hansard will clear that matter-and the
Minister is wrong again; that is something we have
come to expect from him. It is a pity that Hon.
Kay Hallahan did not line herself up as a rep-
resentative of the dairy industry along with the
Premier and the Minister for Agriculture of this
State who have expressed the same view as has
Hon. C. J. Bell; or do we see a split in the Labor
Party'? We arc seeing a split in the Eastern States
and perhaps it is starting to happen here. Perhaps
the honourable member belongs to at faction to
which Mrs Fattin belongs: I do not know, but I can
see no other reason for her stand.

The ALP tells us all the time that everything it
does is rock solid, yet a member has chosen to
stand in ibis I-ouse and go directly against the
comments of the Premier and the Minister for
Agriculture. I-Ir justification is that she has
telephoned Mrs Fatin and Mrs Fatin has told her
that Mr Bell is wrong. For heaven's sake, the
woman does not understand the dairy industry.
Whatt else would she say when [ion. Kay
Hallahan telephones her?

Hon. P. G. lk'ndul: A big revelation, wasn't it?

Hon. 1. G. PRATT: I stand with Hon. Colin
Bell 100 per cent on 0h16 matter. The dairy indus-
try is a very important industry, particularly in
our province, and we will do everything we can to
support it. If other members in whose electorates
dlairy farming is conducted are not prepared to
support their electors we will not have any qualms
about telling the dairy industry about it.

I want to comment on a Couple Of Other matters
very briefly. One is the attitude that Honi. Peter
Dowding in his role as Minister in this place
exhibits when he is asked for information, Due to
his handling of matters over recent months, he has
become known as the "Minister for Mistakes".

Hon. Peter Dowding: Rubbish!

Hon. 1. 0. PRATT: We will change that to the
'Minister for Secrecy"-

Hon. P. G. Pendal: And "Rubbish and Mis-
takes"!

Hon. 1. G. PRATT: -because whenever he is
asked a question on a delicate subject he says, "I
am afraid it is confidential. I cannot comment on
the matter"

Hion. Peter Dowding: I never said that.

Hon. 1. 0. PRATT: We were elected to this
Parlianment by the people of this State and we have
the right to ask questions and to receive answers to
them. I have very vivid memories of the Minister
when in Opposition berating Hlon. David
Wordsworth as Minister for Transport because he
did not have on hand some very small detail on a
significant subject. Hon. Peter Dowding said,
"YOU are the Minister. It is your responsibility to
know. It is your responsibility to tell the Parlia-
ment". It is time he took his own advice. It is his
responsibility to tell the Parliament. That is why
we are here, otherwise a Minister when answering
questions would say, "I am not going to tell you",
like a spoilt little school kid. It is about time Hon.
Peter Dowding faced up to his responsibil ities. He
is a much-travelled Minister in terms of the port-
folios he has held, and really he has probably got
to the end of the available portfolios.

Hon. Peter Dowding: I have still about another
15 to go!

Hon. P. G. Pendal: The Parliamentary Sec-
retary of the Cabinet for you!

Hon. I. G. PRATT: I want to comment on the
question Hon. Ian Medcalf asked of the Attorney
General in regard to commissioners For declar-
ations. One of the reasons he gave was that he was
too busy to do the job-what a thing for a M inis-
ter to say! "I have not got the staff and I have
been too busy"; so we let it go for several months.
If the Attorney General has not got the staff or
the time he should go to the Premier and tell hitn
to give the job to somebody who has the time or
the staff and not to make that sort of nonsensical
comment. because people come to all of us requir-
ing the services of commissioners for declarations
in business. Often a real estate firm does not have
a qualified person on its staff and it wants the
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services of a CD. rven private hospitals have ap-
proached me.

Hon. Peter Dowding: What would they need to
sign'?

Hon. 1. G. PRATT: I have received approaches
front hospitals and other organisations. We must
say to those people, "I am sorry. You might need a
commissioner for declarations within your organ-
isation but until the Minister has time to do hisjob
you will have to wait and find a school teacher or a
policeman to do the job for you'"

I support the Bill.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committree. etc.
Bill passed through Committee without debate.

reported without amendment, and the report
adopted.

Third Reading
Bill read a third time, on motion by Hon. J. M.

Berinson (Minister for Budget Manageiient), and
passed.

BILlS (7): ASSENT
Message front the Governor received and read

notifying assent to the following Bills-

I.Financial Institutions Duty Act (Revival
of section 76) Bill.

2. Miscellaneous Regulations (Validation)
Bill.

3. Offenders Probation and Parole Amend-
ment Bill.

4. Gaining and Betting (Contracts and Se-
curities) Bill.

5. Acts Amendment (Gaming and related
provisions) Bill.

6.
.7.

Transport Amendment Bill.
Acts Amendment (Betting Control) Bill.

ADJOURNMENT OF THE IHOUSE: SPECIAL
HON. D. K. DANS (South Metropoli-

tan-Leader of the House) [5.41 pi.m.]: I move-
That the I-ouse, at its rising adjourn until at

date to be fixed by the President.
Question put and passed.

AI)JOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE:
ORDINARY

tlION. 1). K . DANS (South Metropoli-
tan-- Leader of the I louse) [5.42 p.m.]: I move-

That the [ louse do no"' adjourn.

Rural Scior Hardship: Discussion of Mlotion
HON. H. W. GAYFER (Central) [5.43 p.m.j: I

rise with a certain amount of indignation over the
fact that this House is rising without discussing
the business on the Notice Paper. Do I take it
fromt what I have heard in the motion moved by
the Leader of the House that the House is
prorogued? If it is. does this mean all business on
the Notice Paper is dispensed with?

Hon. Toni Stephens: You are wrong.
Hon. D. K. Dans: The House is not prorogued

yet.
Hon. H. W. GAYFER: Mr President, I need

sonic clarification on this point because I believe
we cannot possibly adjourn this House just like
that. Some of us have been saddled up for weeks
waiting for further discussion on the motion relat-
ing to rural industries hardship. yet now it appears
the Government is just dispensing with it and let-
ting it go. In the light of what is going on and what
has been said. I believe it is wrong in essence to
just give it away suddenly and let this business go.
I do not think members of the Government realise
what is happening outside.

Hon. D. K. Dans: You should be an instructor
at the Royal Academy of Dramatic Art.

Hon. H. W. GAYFER: This is not performing
art, M r Darts; it is very real1.

I ask members to look ait this headline which
says, "Bank kicks and another WA farmer bites
the dust'. Is that not real?! I can producdozens of
such cases. Perhaps the 8 000 angry farmers who
wvalked to Parliament House were not sufficient to
make the Government realise there is a problem.
We are getting up for God knows howv long. I will
be perfectly frank: When Mr Bell moved his mo-
tion I was prepared to move for the deletion of
certain wvords.

I can now say I was going to move that the
words "condemns the Government for its failure
to address the financial and social plight of rural
communities in Western Australia" be deleted so
that the motion would read "That this House calls
on Governments both State and Federal" to do
certain things. That was my solution to get a con-
certed effort from everybody here to draw atten-
tion to this Slates problem. It is very much a
problem. more so than in other States, but if we
had made a concerted effort about 20 March ttnd
got no results by the end of the session. we could
then have moved to condemn the Government for
not acting. In my opinion that would be a compro-
rise in order to get across to the nation that we
have at problem: but we arc not even being given a
chance to do that, We will go out the door and this
motion will be dead and buried for ever.
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It is wrong that we should be asked to give up
our work j .ust to spell a matter as easy as this.
There was at way out of the difficuty-a good and
clean way-which everybody in this House would
have supported. We have been given no oppor-
tunity to go to the Federal authorities and put a
unanimous decision from this Legislative Council
in the terms of the motion about which I have just
spoken. In no way did it cast any reflection on this
Government.

The crocodile tears in this House are being shed
so that people outside can see them. I looked at the
number of politicians who crowded around Mr
Winston Crane and others on the steps of Parlia-
ment H-ouse in order to get their photographs
taken.

The PRESIDENT: Order! While the member is
perfectly free to speak about whether certain
items on the Notice Paper are no longer able to be
discussed-if that is the situation, and I do not
know that it is-Standing Order No. 88 prevents
him from discussing the content of any of those
items on the Notice Paper. I would ask him to
bear that in mind when he resumes his remarks.

Hon. H. W. GAY PER: I an, sorry that I talked
about the content of certain business on the Notice
Paper instead of talking about members standing
in front of the cameras, because there was no
content in their actions.

I seenm to be hamstrung somewhat in launching
into what I think would be an excellent discourse
at this time of the evening. I can do no more than
register my protest at this House adjourning when
such an important itemn is before us and still on
our Notice Paper. I sincerely believe it will never
be discussed, so I wonder at the f .utility of doing
all the weeks of work and getting a ease prepared
when it can no longer be heard. I know other
members have laboriously brought material in
here night after night hoping the chance would
come for them to talk about the problems facing
people in their electorates and this State.

Tobacco (Promo: on and Sale to Young Persons)
Bill: Discussion

I-ON. P. I-I. WELLS (North Metropolitan)
[5.48 pm.]: I believe the House should not ad-
journ without my protest that the Orders of the
Day indicate 10 nmatters have not been dealt with,
including one of importance which calls on the
Government to debate the Tobacco (Promotion
and Sale to Young Persons) Bill. That Bill sceks to

establish a practical, more up-to-date penalty
system. The action by the Government in not deal-
ing with that Bill reflects a head-in-the-sand atti-
tude and ignores the fact that people in the com-
munity, both smokers and non-smokers-

Hon. D. K. Dans: Move that the House vote
against the motion to adjourn!

Hon. P. H. WELLS: I believe the Government
by determining that it will not come back-and it
is within its power to come back at any time-

I-on. D. K. Dans: You are dodging the issue.

Hon. P. H-. WELLS: Tomorrow is Anzac Day
and if the Government wants to come back next
week-

Hon. D. K. Dans interjected.

The PRESIDENT: Order! If the Leader of the
House will leave control of members to me I am
sure we will conclude a little sooner.

Hon. P. H. WELLS: I am protesting that it is
the Government's intention that this be the last
session of this Parliament-and that is within the
control of the Government-and there is no inten-
tion to deal with the Bill which is No. 8 on the
Notice Paper. I should register a protest because
the community believes this issue could be dealt
with. By not dealing with it the Government con-
tinues to contribute to the confusion which exists
among retailers and the public generally in re-
lation to the present Act which provides a 40-
shilling penalty. Most people would accept that if
Parliament is not going to act on this matter Par-
liament does not consider it to be important.

The Government has the initiative in this par-
ticular matter and in ignoring that initiative it is
neglecting its duty. Furthermore, in terms of the
money it is contributing through the "Quit Cam-
paign". it should put together a media programme
to educate the public about the facts.

The PRESIDENT: Order! The same Standing
Order applieg to this member as applied to the
previous speaker; that is, under Standing Order
No. 88 the content of the subject matter appearing
on the Notice Paper cannot be discussed. That is
not to say-I do not want the member to misun-
derstand me-that he is not free to express his
concerns about the Bills not being dealt with. I do
not know whether members cannot understand
that but if they cannot understand it they should
tell me and I will endeavour to explain it to them.
It seems simple enough to me.

Hon. D. K. Dans: Send him a note.
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Hon. P. H. WELLS: I amt not referring to the
Bill; I aol referring to an Act of Parliament. I am
pointing out that I believe the "Quit" campaign
should have educated people through the media
about the [acts of the law as it exists today; chat is,
it is illegal, even though it is a 1960 Act, to sell

tobacco to children. I believe that, if the Govern-
ment is not going to pass this Bill, it should at least
inform people about what the current law is.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 5_52 p.m.
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

TRANSPORT: ROAD TRAINS

Speed Limit

805. Hlon. G. E. MASTERS. to the Minister for
Ernplo)nment and Training representing the
M in ister for Tra nsport:

(1) IHas the Government received a request
from transport operators for a maximumn
Of 100 kilometres per hour to be permit-
ted on all designated road-train routes
for all road transport except road-trains
themnselves?)

(2) If -Yes". when is the Government likely
10 make a decision on this request'?

(3) If not, why nor!.

lion. PETER DOWI)ING replied:

(I) Yes.

(2) and (3) This mailer is under consider-
ation by thle Police Department in con-
junction with the Main Roads Depart-
mient and a decision cannot be expected
for some mionths.

806. Postponed.

POLICE: ACCIDENT I NQUI RY SECTION

Vicloria Park

807. Hon. P. G. PENI)AL, to the Attorney
General representing the [Minister for Police
and Emergency Services:

I refer to his answer to question 517
ansxkered on 21 February 1985. and
ask

I1) 1 las the fate of the Accident Inquiry
Section of the Victoria Park Police
Station (the old Traffic Office)
been determined?

(2) If so, what is to occur in relation to
t his sect ion?

(3) [-low many officers are involved?

(4) If the office is to be closed or
relocated. how will the current area
be serviced?

I-on. I. MI. BlERINSON replied:

(I1) No.

(2) to (4) Anst~ered by (1)

CONTRACEPTIVES ACT
A niendinent

808. Hon. P. G. PENDAL. to the Leader of the
House representing the Minister for Healh:
(1) Is it correct, as reported in the DaiI3y

News of Tuesday, 2 April I198$. that the
Contraceptives Act is to be amended to
allow the sale of condoms in shops?

(2) Upon what is such a decision based?
Hon. D). K. DANS replied:
(I) and (2) Professor David Peningion.

Head of the Commonwealth AIDS Task
Force, has advocated the greater use of
condoms as a preventive measure against
t he sp rea d of A IDS. Profecssor Pcn in gton
sees this as the most likely public health
option available to Governments in the
fight against AIDS. in the absence of
any breakthrough in (iding a medical
cure.
It is believed that by relaxing the av-
enueis of availability of condoms, it will
assist considerably in the campaign
against the spread of AlDS.
It is proposed to make minor amend-
nients to the current Act, as a public
health mecasure, to allow for the exemnp-
tion of the sale of condoms so as to en-
able retail outlets, other than registered
pharmacies, to sell or distribute
condoms. Retailers seeking approval to
sell condoms will be required to apply to
an advisory committee established under
the Act to recommend to the Minister
such exemptions.

8 09 a nd 8 10. Pasi ponL-d.

MR JOI1IN HO0RGA N
Fniploynicn : Consultant

81I1. Hon. JOHN WILLIAMS. to the Leader of
the House representing the Premier:
(1) Is M\r John Hdorgan employed by the

Government as a consultant?
(2) If so. what remuneration and

emoluments are received by Mr Horgan
in addition to his fees as a lDirector of the
WA Development Corporation?

(3) Are any fees payable to Mr H-organ ais
Chairman of the WA Exim Corpor-
ation?

(4) If :Mr H-organ is not eniployed by the
Govern ment as a consultant, on what
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basis is he remunerated for expenses and
time involved in visiting Korea, the East-
ern States, and other visits and activities
on behalf of the Government?

(5) Has Mr Horgan any formal contractual
arrangement with the State Govern-
lent?

Hon. D. K. DANS replied:

(1) to (5) The information sought by the
member will be obtained and he will be
advised accordingly.

DEFENCE: ARMY

Manoeuv'res: Dandaragiin Shire

812. Hon. TOM McNEI L, to the Leader of the
House representing the Minister for
Conmmunication and Defence Liaison:

Will the Minister request that following
Army manoeuvres in the Dandaragan
Shire the Army, will remrain on site for 48
hours to ensure no outbreak of bush fires
occurs as a result of those exercises?

Hon. D. K. DANS replied:

While it is not the province of State
Authorities to direct the Army in re-
lation to manoeuvres on its land, the
member's request will be referred to the
Army.

ROTTNEST ISLAND BOARD

Chairman: Acting

813. Hon. G. E. MASTERS. to the Minister for
Tourism:

(1) When is it anticipated that Mr Dallas
Dempster's term as acting chairman of
the Rottnest Island Board will expire?

(2) Why is it not possible to appoint a per-
manentt chairman to the Board?!

Hon. D. K. DANS replied:

(1) and (2) Mr Dallas Dempster's term as
Acting Chairman of (he Rottnest Island
Board and the appointment of a perma-
nent chairman will be reviewed when the
Acts Amendment and Repeal
(Disqualification for Parliament) Act
1984 is proclaimed 10 come into oper-
ation Fromt I July 1985.

APIARY: HONEY
Tourism Commjission: Sales

814. Hon. G. E. MASTERS, to the Minister for
Tourism:
(1) Fromt which Travel Centres around

Australia has the honey purchased from
the Great Southern Regional Travel As-
sociation been sold'?

(2) Is it correct that the honey has now be-
comec cloudy and is, therefore, difficult to
sell?

(3) If not, why is it that the honey has been
so difficult to sell'?

(4) What plans do the Tourisnm Commission
have to recoup the costs involved in the
purchase of this honey'?

(5) What action does the Minister intend to
take to ensure that this type of activity is
not repeated by the commission?

Hon. D. K. DANS replied:
(1) Perth.
(2)

(3)
No.
and (4) The commission is developing a
comprehensive strategy designed to
maximise the benefits which will flow
from this venture to be implemented in
due course.

(5) Answered by (3) and (4).

ROTTNEST ISLAND BOARD
Member for Rockingham7: Resigna tion

815. Hon. G. E. MASTERS. to the Minister for
Tourism:
(1) When did Mr M. Barnett, MLA resign

From the Rottnest Island Board?
(2) Why did he resign?
Hon. D. K. DANS replied:

(1) The appointment of Mr M. Barnett.
MLA. as a member of the Rottnest
Island Board was cancelled and revoked
under the provisions of the Parks and
Reserves Act 1895 by Executive Council
on 22 January 1985.

(2) The appointnwnL was cancelled and
revoked in anticipation of the procla-
mation of the Acts Amendment and Re-
peal (Disqualification for Parliament)
Act 1984 to avoid Mr Barnett
prejudicing his position as a member of
the Legislature.

816 and 817. Postponed.
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QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT: WESTERN
AUSTRALIAN DEVELOPMENT

CORPORATION
Managing Director

688. Hon. G. E. MASTERS. to the Minister for
I ndustrialI Relations:

I-as the Minister ever met Mr David
McKinley, the managing director of the
Western Australian Development Cor-
porn tion?

Hon. PETER DOWDING replied:
As I have indicated to the honourable
member previously, question time is not
ain opportunity for him to fish around my
ministerial calendar. F do not intend to
answer that question. although there is
no earthly reason why I should not have
met Mr McKinley.

MINERALS: DIAMONDS
Dispute: Joint Venturers' Action

689, Hon. G. E. MASTERS, to the Minister for
Industrial Relations:

Did the Minister beconie involved in any
discussion, either with Mr David
McKinley or with any director of the
WADC or any other member of the
WADC. about the role played by the
WADC as ain Argyle diamond share-
holder in the event the major shareholder
participants in the Argyle diamond mine
venture proposed legal action against the
Transport Workers Union'?

Hon. PETER DOWDING replied:
Again that fits in exactly with the wvall I
have indicated I intend to retain around
the exercise of my private responsibilities
in talking to people and giving them an
opportunity to comec to me if they wish to
raise matters or discuss them in confi-
denc so that the Opposition cannot pil-
lory those people or use the visits-

Hon. Tom Knight: You are answerable to the
Pa rIiame n I.

Hon. PETER DOWDING: I accept that-or
use the information that a meeting is
being held for some purely party political
purpose.
If the member has some legitimate
reason for wanting to know a policy issue
which is raised in relation to this, then I
will try to give very careful consideration

to such a question. But I do not intend to
allow him to make party political use out
of people who want to come to see me for
discussions, whoever they may be and
whichever issues they may wish to raise
with me.

MINERALS: DIAMONDS

Dispute: Joint Ventiurers'Action

690. Hon. G. E. MASTERS, to the Minister for
Industrial Relations:

Is the Minister aware that the major
participants in the Argyle diamond ven-
ture met to discuss the use of section
45D of the Trade Practices Act against
the Transport Workers Union, but they
were unable to pursue that course of ac-
tion because of the refusal by Mr David
McKinley to support such action, giving
the reason that the State Government
supported the Transport Workers
Union's entry into the workplace and
opposed the use of section 45D of the
Trade Practices Act?

Hon. PETER DOWDING replied:

No. I am not aware of that information.

Hon. 1. G. Pratt: You are hiding something.

Hon. PETER DOWDING: It would be a
most immature political observer who
was not aware that both the State and
Federal Governments have taken a cer-
tain position in relation to section 45D
and its use. One would not have to be
Albert Einstein to know that the State
Government and the Federal Govern-
ment have expressed publicly [heir views
about what should properly happen to
section 45D. I am not aware of the de-
tails of the meeting the honourable mem-
ber refers to.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

Postponed: Answers

691. Hon. P. G. PENDAL, to the Attorney
General:

In view of the fact we appear now to be
in the final day of sitting, would the At-
torney General undertake to provide
early answers to postponed questions still
on the Notice Paper'?

M-on. J. M. BERINSON replied:

Yes.
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COMMISSIONERS FOR DECLARATIONS

Appointnents: Moratorium

692. Hon. 1. G. MEDCALF, to the Aliorney
General:

I would like the Attorney General to in-
form the House of the nature and the
purpose on the moratorium on the ap-
pointmnrt of commissioners for declar-
ations.

HoniJ. M. BERINSON replied:

There are several reasons. The first is
that on taking over the responsibility for
the appointment of commissioners for
declarations-from the Department of
Administrative Services the duties
involved in that exercise were combined
with the office dealing with the appoint-
ment of justices of the peace. The total
number of applications involved in that
work were excessive for the staff avail-
able, or perhaps it would be better to say
for the staff which would be justified. I
think I previously indicated to Mr Wells
that the total staff would be four, but
given the relative lack of urgency for ap-
pointments. I regard this as an excessi ve
use of resources. Since I indicated that
the moratorium was in place, the back-
log has been substantially reduced.

The second reason was that this was
the first time I had direct responsibility
for the apointment for commissioners for
declarations, and it occurred to me that
the opportunity should be taken to re-
view the policy in respect of the appoi nt-
mrnt of such commissioners. If my mem-
ory serves me correctly, we have
something like 16 000 commissioners for
declarations. We have something like
40000 persons or more entitled to per-
form the duties of commissioners for
declarations without being appointed
specifically for the purpose. There is a
real question as to whether at the current
stage there is any justification for ad-
ditional appointments. The moratorium
is intended therefore for the purpose of
drawving breath and giving ourselves
some time to consider that wider issue.

MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT AND
TRAINING
Consultants

693. Hon. N. F. MOORE, to the Minister for
Employment and Training:

Has the Minister engaged any private
consultants, and if so, for what purpose?

Hon. PETER DOWDING replied:
I believe that not very long ago a ques-
tion on notice was asked relating to the
consultancy arrangements engaged in by
the Department of Employment and Ad-
ministrative Services in relation to some
publicity for the Skills West '85 pro-
gramme. Other than that, none comes to
mind. If the member puts the question
on notice. I shall provide him with an
answer in due course.

COMMISSIONERS FOR DECLARATIONS
Appointments: Moratorium

694. H-Io. 1. G. MEDCALF, to the Attorney
General:

In relation to the moratorium on comn-
missioners for declarations, does the
moratorium purport to request that no
further applications be lodged or does it
merely relate to the non-processing of
applicatlions?

Honi. M. BERINSON replied:
I do not have the copy of my request to
members with mae. My intention was that
members should refrain from lodging ap-
plications during the moratorium period.

COMMISSIONERS FOR DECLARATIONS
Appointments: Policy

695. Hon. 1. G. MEDCALF, to the Attorney
General:

Is a new policy in relation to com-
missioners for declarations in contem-
plation by the Government?!

H-on. J. M. BERINSON replied:

- I do not think I can take this question
beyond my former comments. I have said
I would like the opportunity, without at
the same time having to deal with the
flood of applications which normally ap-
pear in this area, to consider wvhether
some recommendation should be put to
the Government. The Government has
no submission on this matter before it.
Due to the pressures of the parliamen-
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tary session. I have not been able to ap-
ply myself to the question of whether I
ought to put a submission before the
Government. The situation then is as
tentative as I explained it before-,
namecly, that the time is appropriate to
give this matter consideration, but I have
not yet had the opportunity to do so.

COMMISSIONERS FOR DECLARATIONS
Powers: Justices ol'thc Peace

696. Hon. 1. G. MEDCALF. to the Attorney
General:

1 take it from what has been said by the
Attorney General that it is not proposed
to amalganiate the powers of com-
mnissioners for declarations with those of
justices of the peace.

Hon..J. M. BERINSON replied:
That thought has not occurred to me
previously and there is certainly no such
proposition in train.

COMMISSIONERS FOR DECLARATIONS

List: Publication
697. Hon. P. H. WELLS, to the Attorney

General:
My question follows on the questions
asked by H-on. Ian Medcalf in relation to
conmmissioners for declarations. The At-
torney referred to the fact that there are
large numbers of appointees aind, there-
fore. the community will suffer no disad-
vantage as a result of the moratorium.
Does the Attorney recognise that.,whereas justices of the peace can be
identified readily from a list in the tele-
phone directory or from a list published
by the department. no such list indicates
the whereabouts of commissioners for
declarations? Therefore, people who
need at commissioner for declarations to
witness their signatures arc under some
disadvantage, because if one is not avail-
able nearby, it is difficult to locate one.
Thus ain ongoing need exists to appoint
commissioners for declarations.

The PRESIDENT: Order! Would the At-
torney General answer the part of those
comments which was a question.

Hion. J. M. BERINSON replied:
Mv hesitation was due to my considering
which part that was.

That is a consideration which will be
taken into account.

EM PLOYM ENT AND TRAI N ING
Survey: Lower Cernra I Province

698. Hon. W, N. STRETCH. to the Minister for
Employment and Training7

In this morning's edition of The West
Australian an advertisement appeared
for market rceareh interviewers to work
in the Manjimup. Bridgetown, and
Donnybrook areas on an important
Government social survey about employ-
mient, As that area is the heartland of my
electorate, would the Minister give some
reason for the survey'? I ask also for an
undertaking that the results of the survey
will be discussed with local members, be-
cause it involves all of us.

Hon. PETER DOWD ING replied:
If the decision was made to conduct that
survey, il was made in some administrat-
ive way. However, if it is a matter Within
my responsibility, I shall give the request
eons ide ration.

EMPLOYMENT AND TRAINING
Survey: Lower Central Province

699. Hon. W. N. STR ETCH, to the Minister for
Employment and Training:

As a supplementary question to my last
question, I would like the Minister to
give the matter a bit more consideration.
because it is important. It is a mate
which involves local members. Would
the Minister give an assurance to find
out more about this survey and, when his
department has the information avail-
able for him, would he pass it on to local
members?

Hon. PETER DOW DING replied:
I shall give the matter more consider-
ation. If the member puts both questions
on notice I shall give hint a written reply.

QUESTION WITHOUT NOTICE
Notice Required

700. lHon. WV. N. STRETCH, to the President:
How much more notice, Sir, does the
Minister require than the notice given in
this morning's Press'?

The PRESIDENT: I do not answer questions.
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LATE QUESTION ON NOTICE

GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS:
PREFERENCE

Main Roads Dcpartmenr
806. Hon. N. F. MOORE, to the Minister for

Employment and Training representing the
Minister for Transport:
(1) Does the Main Roads Department have

a policy of allowing for preference to
local tenderers when awarding tenders
for its road building projects?

(2) If so. what preference applies?
(3) Does the MRD require its prime con-

tractors to allow for local preference
when the prime contractors call for ten-
ders from subcontractors?

(4) If so. what preference applies?

(5) Does the Government have a policy on
preference to local cenderers which dif-
fers from t he policy of the M RD?

(6) If so, what is the Government's policy?

Hon. PETER DOWDING replied:
(1) and (2) Tenders for road building proj-

ects are required to provide a materials
schedule indicating the natural source
and value of all materials to be used in
the Works which are manufactured
outs ide Western Australia.

For the purpose of tender comparisons
the value of such materials is increased
by 10 per cent. This policy only applies,
however, where works are carried Out
using State funds. The Commonwealth
does not allow preference for Common-
wealth funded projects.

(3) and (4) Not specifically, but it is an obli-
gation of the prime tenderer to list all
materials which would include those
provided by subcontractors.

(5) and (6) MRD policy accords with the
publication "Local Preference-State
Government Policy. Western Australia
1980.'
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